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Appeal to Prayer 


President Roosevelt's Proclamation 
Endorsed by Dr. Knubel 


As American Christians, our hearts are 
strengthened when the President calls us 
all to prayers of humility, confession, and 
consecration on January 1. I ask that our 
members act upon this appeal at the open- 
ing of the new year, and, indeed, that we 
pray daily that the Lord will grant to the 
nation rest in Himself. 

F, H. KNuseEt, 
President of the United 
Lutheran Church in America. 


White House, Washington, D. C. 


The year 1941 has brought upon our 
nation a war of aggression by powers 
dominated by arrogant rulers, whose self- 
ish purpose is to destroy free institutions. 
They would thereby take from the free- 
dom-loving peoples of the earth the hard- 
won liberties gained over many centuries. 

The New Year of 1942 calls for the 
courage and the resolution of old and 
young to help win a world struggle in 
order that we may preserve all we hold 
dear. 

We are confident in our devotion to 
country, in our love of freedom, in our 
inheritance of courage. But our strength, 
as the strength of all men everywhere, is 
of greater avail as God upholds us. 

Therefore, I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby appoint the first day of the Year 
1942 as a day of prayer, of asking forgive- 
ness for our shortcomings of the past, of 


_ consecration to the tasks of the present, of 


asking God’s help in days to come. 

We need His guidance that this people 
may be humble in spirit but strong in the 
conviction of the right; steadfast to endure 
sacrifices and brave to achieve a victory 
of liberty and peace. 

FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., DECEMBER 31, 1941 
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The Baltimore Motherhouse Honors 


Their Senior Deaconess 


Sister Sophia Jepson, Baltimore’s 
senior deaconess, observed her eightieth 
birthday anniversary November 12. In 
addition to special recognition in the 
Home with a birthday cake and the 
presentation of beautiful roses, her an- 
niversary was made the subject of the 
evening service on that day. The pastor 


Sister Sophia Jepson 


in his meditation spoke of the honor 
and distinction of having reached one’s 
eightieth birthday anniversary and 
having given forty-six years of de- 
voted service in the ministry of mercy. 
Sister Sophia was given opportunity 
near the close of the service to speak, 
and she gave expression to her great 
surprise and genuine appreciation and 
also told of some of the joys and bless- 
ings which she had experienced during 
her long period of service. 

She came to Baltimore in February 
1894 from Des Moines, Iowa, was ac- 
cepted as probationer on the same date, 
and was consecrated in the first class of 
six October 23, 1895, having taken her 
training at the Philadelphia Mother- 
house. From that class two others re- 
main, Sister Lucy Eyster and Sister 
Magdalene Kasewurm. Sister Sophia’s 
first assignment was to Christ Church, 
York, Pa., where she was greatly be- 
loved by the congregation and the city. 
She was called to become Directing 
Sister of the Baltimore Motherhouse 
and began her new duties in February 
1903. After serving in this capacity 
with unusual devotion and success for 
almost thirty years, she asked to be 
relieved of her duties. Her request was 
granted with deep regret and by unan- 
imous vote of the Board was elected to 
the office of Directing Sister Emeritus. 

During the years since her retire- 
ment she has filled a unique place in 
the Home. She is one of the happiest 
members of the family, and her days 
are occupied with many volunteer du- 


ties. Active and alert, physically and 
mentally, Sister Sophia is remarkable 
for one her age. 

Many letters of greeting and con- 
gratulation and beautiful flowers were 
received by Sister Sophia on her birth- 
day from friends in Baltimore and 
other cities. The Baltimore Mother- 
house appreciates the distinction of 
having in its family an octogenarian 
such as Sister Sophia, so young in 
spirit, cheerful, happy and appreciative, 
never missing a service, always on time 
for meals and ready for a social eve- 
ning of fun and games. 

THE Training School of the Baltimore 
Motherhouse enrolled the following: 


THIRD-YEAR STUDENTS 
Sister Eleanor Blumberg, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Sister Elizabeth Huth, 
Burlington, Iowa 


SECOND-YEAR STUDENTS 
Sister Elizabeth Cress, 
Greensboro, N. C. 
Miss Ruth E. Graham, 
Baltimore, Md. 
Miss Emma M. Romberger, 
Lykens, Pa. 


FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS 

Miss Lula Catherine Apple, 
Burlington, N. C. 

Miss Eleanore L. Gillstrom, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 

Miss Andrea A. Hoffmeyer, 
Florence, S. C. 

Miss Gazella S. Osvatics, 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

Miss Mildred A. Wagner, 
Selinsgrove, Pa. 


The teachers of last year will con- 
tinue this year with the exception of 
the Rev. Henry Whiting, part-time 
teacher of Church Social Work. In the 
absence of Pastor Whiting, who has 
become the executive secretary of the 
Lutheran Welfare Society of Wisconsin, 
Mr. William L. Stuckert, an outstand- 
ing Lutheran layman and Chief Pro- 
bation Officer of the Supreme Bench 
of Baltimore City, together with one 
or two of his assistants, will lecture on 
the general subject of Social Service. 


Assignments 

Among the more recent assignments 
are: Sister Delphine Dasher to First 
Lutheran Church, Syracuse, N. Y., the 
Rey. Dr. Edward L. Keller pastor; Sis- 
ter Mabel Stanley to Good Shepherd 
Home, Allentown; Sister Catherine 
Neuhardt, the Settlement House, Phila- 
delphia; Sister Pearl Ekard, Trinity 
Church, Hagerstown, the Rev. Dr. Wil- 
son P. Ard pastor; Sister Zedena Ross, 
St. Stephen’s Church, Baltimore, the 
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Rey. J. H. Liesmann pastor. The two 
third-year probationers have been 
given part-time service in Baltimore. 

Three of the Sisters are giving full 
time to student work in college and 
universities. 

A special Tuesday evening class has 
been arranged for the study of the life 
of Christ as set forth in the Gospel of 
St. Mark with Dr. Helen Garber as 
teacher. In addition to our students, a 
number of young people from some of 
our local churches have enrolled and 
much interest is being manifested. 

The usual weekday church school 
which is conducted one day in the week 
at Calvary Church near the Mother- 
house is supervised by one of the teach- 
ers, and the students do the teaching. 
The enrollment this year is 125. 

The Motherhouse now has moving 
picture films showing various phases 
of the work of the Sisters. They are 
available for use wherever desired. 
They should be ordered through the 
office of the executive secretary. 

Wit1am A. WADE. 


Torrey — 
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Across the Bridge Lie 


Yan. 
== 


Another Year’s Opportunities 


Day by Day’s Bible Readings 

In the calendar section of 1942’s Year Book a selection 
of Scripture for each day will be found. This or some 
similar lectionary will be our guide in daily contact with 


God’s Word. 
Week by Week's Presence in God's House 


“Nor forsaking the assembling of ourselves together” 
enables believers to enjoy the continued benefits which 
are implied in our Lord’s promise, “Where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, I am in the midst of 
them.” We meet to be with our Saviour. 


Participation in Our Church's Activities 


Growth in faith and joy in discipleship follow co- 
eperation in Bible study and in activities which are 
shown us in God’s Word. The church provides practice 
in Christian fellowship by Sunday schools, Missionary 
Societies, Brotherhoods, Luther Leagues, and summer 
study groups. Join one. 


Familiarity With the Church’s Program 


Never before in the history of America’s Lutheran 
churches has a single year invited so much attention and 
so directly challenged every believer. Local, synodical, 
and U. L. C. A. contacts with communities, sections, 
and the entirety of the United States and Canada appeal 
for community trust in God, for area planning by 
synods, and for a world-wide vision of maintaining the 
power of God unto salvation. 


Anniversaries of Patriarch and Pioneer 


To pay due honor, to learn by example, and to make 
the future of the world better by emulation are objec- 


. 


tives in the elaborate, widespread arrangements to cele- 
brate the bicentennial of Muhlenberg and the centennial 
of Father Heyer. It is true that “Lives of great men oft 
remind us.” 


Expression of Discipleship by Organization 

The Church’s auxiliaries named above, not designed 
to be substitutes for worship nor competitors in the con- 
gregation’s general ministry, are in fact means for a 
demonstration of faith by service. The gifts of grace, 
through whose orderly and articulated use the church 
becomes “the body of Christ,” lead believers to join or- 
ganizations by which they can work as brethren. 


The Claims of Community Organization 


1942’s national emergency calls with authority and 
propriety for the active participation by Christian cit- 
izens in those civic activities that seek to relieve and 
shorten the period of war. 


There is sound wisdom in the folk proverb, “Do not 
cross a bridge until you reach it.” Jesus gave positive- 
ness to this deduction from experience when He taught 
His disciples, “Do not worry (take no thought) for 
tomorrow.” 

Revelation and experience both inspire courageous 
advance into the future, assured of the ability to meet 
all situations through proper employment of time for 
preparation; through proper search for, and use of, our 
individual and common resources, and especially 
through proper confidence in the promise of Jesus, “I 
will not leave you comfortless.” 

But there must be no silly romanticism about stepping 
into the next year. God’s Word, the regard for God’s 
day, and the company of God’s people are essential. 
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es / Cio in the News 


Super-church 

A SUPER-PROTESTANTISM, combining in one organiza- 
tion all the large interdenominational agencies now at 
work in America, seems to be coming. 

The proposed new body would be called the Council 
of the Churches of Christ in North America. It would 
include the: 

Federal Council of Churches 

Interdenominational Council of Religious Education 

Home Missions Council 

Foreign Missions Conference 

National Council of Church Women 

Council of Church Boards of Education 

Missionary Education Movement 

Association of Council Secretaries. 

During the year four plans for organized co-operation 
of these agencies were formulated. Three of the plans 
were compromise proposals which did not call for im- 
mediate merger. At a meeting in Atlantic City early 
this month 200 representatives of the agencies adopted 
the fourth plan, which recommends “the creation of a 
single corporate agency to succeed and replace all of the 
present general agencies and to combine all of their 
interests and functions.” 

The proposed plan will be submitted for action to the 
coming meetings of each of the agencies involved. 


Ministers Under the Microscope 

SEVERAL hundred prominent laymen were asked by 
Lester C. Haworth what they think of ministers, reports 
Fred Turner in The Philadelphia Record. 

Judged by their public statements, ministers “are just 
good respectable men, a little better than the average 
run of good citizens,” replied 
Aldous Huxley, noted British 
novelist. William Allen White 
finds clergymen “brave, honest, 
kind, courageous, tolerant, 
open-minded.” 

“The minister, by and large, 
is an impractical sort, emoting 
under half-baked facts and 
half-conclusions when he leaves 
the religious field,” stated an- 
other layman. “He is busy try- 
ing to be an economist, not 
preaching Christ.” 

People hesitate to go to the minister for advice on 
major ethical problems, the answers indicate, because 
people feel that they are capable of solving their own 
problems, or they expect the minister to have a_one- 
sided view. Some of the critics believe the minister has 
a good working knowledge of the major trends of the 
day, “much better than the average of those in the pew,” 
and others believe the minister is out of touch with 
everyday realities. 

Harry Emerson Fosdick, Stanley Jones, and Daniel 
S. Poling were listed as the most outstanding clergymen 
in America today. And the most admired preachers of 
Christian history were listed as: Martin Luther, John 
Wesley, Phillips Brooks. 


‘ a 


By G. ELSON RUFF 


What to Preach About 

Henry SLOANE CorFin in The Presbyterian Tribune 
gives the preachers advice on what they should preach 
about in 1942. Ask these questions about your congre- 
gation, suggests Dr. Coffin: 

1. What ranges of Christian experience seem un- 
known to this congregation? 

2. To what Christian principles do they appear blind? 

3. What spiritual needs seem unmet? 

4. What areas of individual and social life in this com- 
munity seem to lie outside Christ’s kingdom? 

5. What is lacking or defective in the Church’s effect 
on the community? 

6. What Christian resources are nominally listed by 
this congregation but not used? 

7. What aspects of the Gospel have most immediate 
appeal to those not yet Christians? 

“These are clues which open up portions of God’s 
Word in the Scriptures as the answer to current needs,” 
Dr. Coffin says. 


Niemoeller Article Exposed 

SEVERAL months ago Liberty published an article en- 
titled What Hitler Told Me About Christianity, “by Pas- 
tor Niemoeller.” The claim was made that the state- 
ments in the article were made by Pastor Niemoeller to 
Dr. Leo Stein. 

The Christian Century publishes evidence indicating 
that Niemoeller never supplied any such material as 
that published in the article, and that Dr. Stein denies 
writing the article. It is pointed out that publication of 
such an article might have seriously endangered the 
life of Pastor Niemoeller. 


Garbo Film Withdrawn 

Part of the finished business of 1941 is ‘“T'wo-Faced 
Woman,” the Greta Garbo film which drew heavy fire 
from the Roman Catholic Legion of Decency. Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer, producer of the film, announces that 
it is withdrawing the film from all theaters. After some 
laundering it may again be released. 


Presbyterian Reunion 

Reunion of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 
(Northern) and the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
(Southern) was advanced:a step when a tentative unity 
program was outlined at a meeting of sub-committees 
of both denominations in Knoxville, reports Religious 
News Service. 

The sub-committees considered a plan for creation of 
eighteen synods as part of a new church organization. 
The synods would cover the whole United States, some- 
what like the jurisdictional conferences of the united 
Methodist churches. They would be a little more pow- 
erful than present synods. 

Representatives will meet in the near future to for- 
mulate plans by which home and foreign missions as 
well as Christian education work of the two churches 
could be jointly administered. 
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IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


By Ju.tius F. SEEBACH 


As an Echo of Bible Sunday, attention is called to the 
recent issuance of an Oxford University Press produc- 
tion entitled “The Bible for Today.” This, the work of 
Dr. John Stirling, a chaplain in World War I who has 
given all his time since then to this project, contains 
more than 1,200 pages, in which the King James Version 
is exclusively used. The novelty of the volume is said 
te reside in its form and method of presentation, which 
may be tested by the individual who is curious or crit- 
ical, without having the volume in hand, by following 
the outline here given. The text and discussion are pre- 
sented in five main divisions: The Holy Land (Genesis 


| to Ruth); The Holy City (I Samuel to II Kings); The 


Holy Church (I Chronicles to Esther); The Holy Book 
_(Job to Malachi); The Holy Life (The New Testament) . 
Dr. William Lyon Phelps, who writes the Foreword to 
the volume, praises the work highly, and declares the 
approach to be revolutionary, especially in its emphasis 
upon the relation of the Scriptures to present social con- 


ditions. If that is so, it should be’ a great help to all 


thoughtful and earnest students. 


Pomona, California, proposes to make money out of 
the discomfort and disadvantage of having to put up with 
strike picketers. It intends to bear down on outsiders 
called in to walk picket lines for unions on strike. Those 
out on strike who walk up and down before their employ- 
er’s place of business will be exempt because they are 
a part of the controversy. But for all others a daily 
license fee of $3 for two pickets will be required, and $1 
extra for each additional picket. The proposed action 
seems logical. If outsiders will make money out of 
picket duty, the town authorities feel justified in asking 


/ compensation for their discomfort and increased ex- 


pense for keeping order. Incidentally, it will discourage 
the tendency to swell picket lines. The town’s action 
is apparently part of a growing tendency. The New 
York Post reports that “Unions which hire pickets be- 
come employers, and therefore must pay into the un- 
employment insurance fund, the New York Labor De- 


partment ruled.” 


Vichy France has just extended (November 15) its 
severe anti-Semitic laws to its western dependencies— 
French Guiana, Martinique in the West Indies, and the 
islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon close to Canada’s 
shores. These repressive acts, due in large part to out- 
side pressure but nevertheless an expression of the 
embittered spirit of Vichy’s present rulers, furnish an- 
other reason, and an eventual excuse, for U.S. A. inter- 
ference in these scattered territories near our shores. 
Vicious legislation, with its more insidious influence, 
provides a more dangerous threat to the spirit of a gov- 
ernment such as our own or Canada’s than overt acts 
of defiance or violence. 


That Events in Spain are moving steadily toward a 
military demonstration is increasingly apparent. The 
Falangists (the-Nazi-minded militaristic group) are the 
spear-head in Hitler’s hand to bring Spain actively into 


the war. Their enthusiasm is fed by specious promises 


that Spain will become anew the front of a vast Spanish 
empire that will engulf Portugal and its colonial posses- 
sions together with all of Latin America. General 
Franco hesitates, not because of love for democracy, but 
because he is not so sure that a break in his present 
indifferent neutrality will not spell the ruin finally of 
Spain. In this he is not in agreement with his brother- 
in-law, Senor Suner—Hitler’s handyman, by the way. 
Furthermore, there is serious trouble in the Falangist 
ranks—enough to call for a purge of the Party. Each 
provincial leader has been ordered to set up a court of 
inquiry to hunt out some hidden trouble, and no new 
members are to be received during the next six months, 
except graduates from the youth organization. That in- 
dicates the nature of the trouble. Still another harass- 
ment is the displeasure of the church authorities who 
charge the Falangists with unfair and dishonest distri- 
bution of the available foods, and demand a drastic re- 
form. 


Having Had their day, and glad to be rid of it, the 
dogs of France are being coerced into a complete return 
to their former state of servitude. The use of dogs for 
traction and burden purposes in France was prohibited 
by a humanitarian law in 1925. This has just been can- 
celled by a new police ordinance. Yes, you’ve guessed 
it; the revoking of the law has been brought about by 
the rigid restriction of gasoline (petrol, they call it) for 
taxicabs. So dog-drawn taxicabs (canimobiles now, if 
you please) have appeared on the streets of Paris; most 
of the horses once available for this service have long 
since graduated to another form of service in the butcher 
stalls as meat. The “canimobile” taxis, however, must 
be drawn by huskies, or other large dogs. The use of 
terriers or smaller dogs is for the time being expressly 
forbidden; but what’s a law if traffic should make greater 
demands? 


We Are Told That: The development of pressed wood 
has reached such a stage that it can well take the place 
of aluminum for airplane fuselages and wing covering, 
and thus reduce the drain on metal supplies. . . . The 
Vichy authorities are on the road to render necessary 
the issuance of letter-sized newspapers. The present in- 
adequate supply of paper has been ordered cut (Novem- 
ber 29) by 38 per cent... . . Soviet Russia has been 
credibly reported by Prof. C. T. Lane of Yale Univer- 
sity to have developed a secret process of manufacturing 
aviation gasoline and synthetic rubber by low-tempera- 
ture methods in virtually inexhaustible quantities. This 
is supposed to account in part for Russia’s surprising 
defense operations. . .. December 10 the Emperor-God, 
Hirohito, officially notified his deceased ancestors of 
Japan’s war with the United States. Since they were 
likewise presumably divine, their lack of knowledge is 
more than surprising. . .. The Gideons are on the job in 
Dallas, Texas. They have been allowed (December 3) 
to place 1,550 Bibles in the city’s public schools, one on 
each teacher’s desk. The School Board has notified the 
teachers that “the Bible can be read to the pupils at any 
time, but without comment.” 


CO-OPERATION HAS 
REWARDED PLANNING 
H. Torrey Walker Responds 
Relative to the Board of Publication 
Survey of 1941 


When the editor of THe LuTHERAN asked for this sum- 
mary of progress during 1941, it seemed an easy assign- 
ment. But when we ask that question in terms of items 
of permanent value in the life of the Church, it is more 
difficult. 

These are the things which marked progress as we 
see it. First we determined by an extensive survey 
made in conjunction with the Committee on Church 
Papers just how much THe LUTHERAN is read by its sub- 
scribers. The fact that it is being read by a greater num- 
ber—8,000 more than two years ago, indicates that the 
changes made in co-operation with the editor are gen- 
erally approved. 

We would say that the second indication of progress 
was the inauguration of the 10 per cent discount on book 
purchases made by pastors who agree to abide by simple 
rules. Twenty-five per cent of the active pastorate are 
thus being encouraged to purchase books. As a corollary 
to this, another step toward progress was the publica- 
tion bi-monthly of an evaluation of current books 
through a house organ, “The Idea.” This is distributed 
to pastors only and furnishes current opinions on new 
books. 

The third mark of progress during the year is the ex- 
pansion and improvement of the Church Bulletin serv- 
ice. At least 150,000 United Lutheran worshipers read 
the editorial material on these Bulletins each week. 

The fourth step was the improvement of our facilities 
in Pittsburgh, Columbia and Chicago. By improving the 
appearance of our display rooms, we serve the Church 
to better advantage. 

Finally, we have made every effort to supply attrac- 
tive readable literature wherever the need was indi- 
cated, and at as low a price as possible. 


INTERNATIONAL DIFFICULTIES AND ANNIVERSARY 


Affected Foreign Mission Activities, 
Secretary George Drach 
Writes 


Samt on, oh ship of—Foreign 
Missions, sail on! That is the way 
we are thinking about Foreign 
Missions, past, present and future. 
We wish we could put it into the 
poetic expression of a Longfellow. 
At any rate, our foreign mission 
effort at home and abroad is really 
sailing on, and our heavenly Captain is steering the right 
course. We have had some squalls and some foggy 
weather and seem to be heading for some more storms 
because of the uncertainty of international relations. 
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Charl? okies in Fa 


Replies of Six Executive Secretaries 


Joy fills our hearts as we make our preparations to 
celebrate in 1942 our Foreign Mission Centennial both 
in India and in America. We are grateful for the past 
and full of hope for the future. What if things are not 
as they were in Japan? We still have a daughter church 
there which is the offspring of our loving devotion to 
the cause of Foreign Missions, and we will do what we 
can for her. What if we are anxious about our mission 
in China, because it is in occupied territory? Yet we 
hear such good reports of evangelistic success and of 
progress in every direction of missionary work, that joy 
overcomes our fears. In Liberia, Africa, the tribes in 
the interior are being reached more effectively every 
year. In Argentina our missionaries are outlining an 
ambitious program of expansion. In British Guiana new 
out-stations are being opened. 

The Foreign Mission Centennial is giving new im- 
petus to the missionary spirit of the United Lutheran 
Church. The remarkable success of one hundred years 
of sustained missionary effort in our India field causes 
us to exclaim: “What Hath God Wrought!” We follow 
in the train of those who have devoted their interest, 
prayers and efforts to Foreign Missions. 


MUCH DONE AND MORE CALLED FOR 


Is Year’s Significance for the 
Board of American Missions, 
Secretary Z. M. Corbe 
Indicates 


THE situation in the world— 
creating as it does new and over- 
whelming Home Mission tasks for 
our already overburdened mis- 
sion forces and the definite dan- 
gers of war’s aftermath requiring 
prayerful preparation—combines 
to make a review of the past year’s 
attainment seem somewhat futile. This much must be 
said, however, that at no time since the first World War 
have so many fields been taken on the Board’s budget in 
one year. Some of these are glorious new enterprises 
that are daily adding to the membership of the Christian 
Church. Others were established years ago, but today’s 
changing conditions have constrained them to seek mis- 
sion aid in order to reach thousands of migrant war 
workers. 

More missions have erected churchly chapels and se- 
cured parsonages in 1941 than in any previous year. 
Under Secretary Bowman, debts have been refinanced 
so that thousands of dollars 6f indebtedness have been 
cancelled during the calendar year, and a larger repay- 
ment has been made on Church Extension loans than 
in any one year since the organization of the United 
Lutheran Church. 

War conditions have compelled the beginnings of a 


long-desired purely English work in Puerto Rico for 


Continentals. 
Our Icelandic brethren, who struggled so valiantly 


nificant in higher education for 
/ our Church. The Board of Edu- 
| cation authorized a committee to 


| seminaries. 
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PVavicint Optimism or 1942 


| Show Grounds for Continued Confidence 


| alone for years, have been encouraged by the aid re- 
| ceived from the Board. Three outstanding Training 


Schools for missionaries on the West Coast, the Middle 
West and in the South, hospitalization insurance for mis- 


| sionaries, and the Board’s efforts to secure improvements 
_ in salary and living conditions are also items that made 


1941 a year of constructive progress. 


FINANCIAL CAMPAIGNS 


Prove People’s Interest in Church’s 
Educational Institutions, One 
Learns from Secretary Wickey 


THe year 1941 has been sig- 


survey its activities and to sug- 
gest constructive procedures. A 


_ Committee on Seminaries, in ac- 


cordance with the action of the Church at the Omaha 
Convention, has obtained comprehensive surveys of the 
Besides the three seminaries which have 
already obtained national accreditation, three more have 
initiated changes and improvements looking to accred- 
iiation. It is hoped that in September all the seminaries 


_ will have a required course in “Church Administration 
and Stewardship.” 


Financial campaigns for Chicago Seminary, North- 
western Seminary, Philadelphia Seminary, Wittenberg 
College and Hamma Divinity School, Carthage College, 
Hartwick College, Wagner College, Muhlenberg College, 
Susquehanna University, and Lenoir Rhyne College 
have total goals of $2,650,000. To date the actual sums 
raised in cash and pledges amount to $1,541,000. 

‘Roanoke has erected a new chemistry building and a 
residence for women. Lenoir Rhyne College obtained 
$100,000 from the City of Hickory for a new auditorium, 
and in addition has announced a gift for the erection 
of a new library building. Carthage College has started 
construction on its new library. 

In such days as these the educational institutions and 
work of the Church need the largest and most loyal 
support. Christian educators have much to contribute 
te the morale and perspective of persons who may very 
easily lose their sense of direction and value. 


LITERATURE AND CONTACTS to Increase and Improve 
Parish Education Show Results, Secretary Rhyne Reports 


Increase and improve parish education has been the 
slogan for the year. Congregations and their workers 
have responded loyally. The Board itself has accepted 
the slogan and has thrown its energies into increasing 
and improving its services to congregations and workers. 

All of the regular literature for Sunday schools has 
been prepared; literature for the weekday and vacation 
church schools and for the Children of the Church has 
been completed; topics for the Brotherhood have been 


written; two new second series 
leadership texts have been made 
available; The Parish School mag- 
azine has been improved; plans 
for a revision of The Christian Life 
Course have been approved. 

The program for the Children of the Church has been 
promoted with encouraging success. First steps in stand- 
ards for catechetical work and preliminary plans for a 
program for Christian family living and parent educa- 
tion have been announced. The program of leadership 
education is rapidly being extended to all phases of con- 
gregational leadership. 

Behind the literature and the programs of the Board 
has been the new field work policy, which was put into 
operation the first of the year. Through this plan the 
Board is offering to the Church the services of four 
trained workers: Mrs. Mabel B. Fenner in children’s 
work, the Rev. Erwin Spees in young people’s work, 
Dr. Earl S. Rudisill in adult work, and the Rev. Arthur 
H. Getz in leadership education. 


SOCIAL MISSION INSTITUTES Articulate Synods and 
Congregations to Work of the Board of Social 
Missions, Secretary Koch Declares 


es 


WirHout a doubt, the most vital 
contribution the Board of Social 
Missions made to the on-going life 
of the Church during 1941 was 
the holding of twenty-eight in- 
stitutes on the territory of twenty- 
five synods of the United Lu- 
theran Church in America. 
Through these institutes it was 
possible to bring a vision of what 
congregations might accomplish 
under God in this ever-expanding 
field of Social Missions to approximately one thousand 
pastors and four hundred laymen. 

An increasing number of congregations have been 
made aware of the joy of sharing the gospel as they 
engaged in some concerted effort in evangelism. A sur- 
vey conducted by the Board’s Department of Evangelism 
disclosed that 75 per cent of the pastors responding have 
followed in their congregations during the year some 
plan of reaching the unchurched. It is also evident that 
more pastors are realizing the spiritual possibilities in- 
herent in the Preaching-Teaching Mission. To encour- 
age these activities suggested programs for congrega- 
tional evangelism retreats and preaching-teaching mis- 
sions were mailed to every pastor in the Church. 

Certain centers are giving serious consideration to the 
organization of Inner Mission Societies that they might 
better meet the distressing social needs of men through 
the channels of merciful service. Several synods are 
contemplating the formation of synodical Inner Mission 
Societies. To encourage such undertakings the Board 
of Social Missions set aside a sum from its 1942 budget. 


TuE first three days in December were extremely busy 
Gays in the lives of some very busy men and women. On 
those days the Parish and Church School Board held 
its semi-annual meeting in the Muhlenberg Building, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Members of the Board, the Staff, and 
a few specially invited visitors, spent the entire evening 
of the first day discussing The Christian Life Course and 
laying plans for a thoroughgoing revision of this Sunday 
school literature. Principles and procedures -that will 
govern the revision were adopted and the actual work 
of producing new literature for our Sunday schools will 
now proceed with all possible speed. Of course the task 
of revising the entire Christian Life Course is one that 
will consume considerable time. 

The second day was spent in committee meetings. The 
various standing committees of the Board met succes- 
sively from early morning until the very late hours of 
the night. Editors and secretaries met with the com- 
mittees under whose guidance they are working, gave 
an account of their stewardship, and aided in projecting 
plans for the future. On the third day the actual Board 
meeting was held. 

Every member of the Board and Staff, as well as cer- 
tain specially invited visitors were in attendance. Those 
participating in the meeting were: 


Board Members: William C. Schaeffer, Jr., D.D., president, 
Allentown, Pa.; R. Homer Anderson, D.D., Roanoke, Va.; the Rev. 
Paul H. Heisey, Ph.D., Springfield, Ohio; Mr. Charles A. Scheu- 
ringer, Philadelphia, Pa.; Paul R. Clouser, D.D., Middletown, Pa.; 
the Rev. Hugo L. Dressler, Buffalo, N. Y.; Dean W. E. Tilberg, 
Gettysburg, Pa.; E. Z. Pence, D.D., Little Mountain, S. C.; the 
Rev. Ernest J. Hoh, Lancaster, Pa.; Carl C. Rasmussen, D.D., 
Gettysburg, Pa.; Amos J. Traver, D.D., Frederick, Md.; Mrs. Virgil 
B. Sease, Litt.D., New Brunswick, N. J. 

Advisory Members: Mrs. W. F. Morehead, Litt.D., and Mrs. 
D. Burt Smith, Women’s Missionary Society. 

Staff Members: S. White Rhyne, D.D., executive secretary; 
C. P. Wiles, D.D., and the Rev. Theodore K. Finck, editors; Miss 
Mabel Elsie Locker, assistant editor; Gustav K. Wiencke, Jr., 
Th.D., writer-elect; the Rev. Arthur H. Getz, the Rev. Erwin S. 
Spees, the Rev. Earl S. Rudisill, Ph.D., and Mrs. Mabel B. Fenner, 
associate secretaries. 

Visitors: Paul M. Kinports, D.D., representative of the Luther 
League of America; Paul A. Weidley, D.D., representative of the 
Brotherhood of the United Lutheran Church; the Rev. Earl S. 
Erb, executive secretary of the Board of Christian Education, 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania; the Rev. Marshall E. Brenneman, 
director of Camp Nawakwa. 
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Parish and Church School Board 
Holds Semi-annual Meeting 


By ARTHUR H. GETZ 


A Loss Sustained 

Just one week after the close of the previous 
meeting of the Board D. Burt Smith, D.D., a faith- 
ful servant of the Board, was called to his eternal 
rest. The Board feels keenly the loss of Dr. Smith 
and unanimously adopted the following minute: 


“The name of Dr. D. Burt Smith has been associated with the 
preparation of our Sunday school literature for almost three 
decades; for two decades he was a full-time member of our edi- 
torial staff. His labors fell within the field of the International 
Uniform Lessons. Dr. Smith was a free and easy writer. He had 
a lucid style and was a wise and careful interpreter of the 
Scriptures. 

“For most of the years Dr. Smith was with us he labored under 
the handicap of ill health. But he rarely complained, though he 
knew how serious his condition was. He had no intimation the 
last day he was with us that the end was near. 

“It need not be said in any group of his acquaintances that his 
was a strong and charming personality. He experienced in his 
own life, and with rare ease, the dimensions of strong friendship. 
He possessed a mild and gracious manner. The long years he 
suffered never embittered him. The suggestiveness of his inter- 
pretation of the Bible and the arresting nature of his comments 
were often the subject of comment. In him our Board had a 
faithful friend and a true servant. 

“Dr. Smith closed his labors among us on the morning of May 
15, of this year.” 


New Staff Member 

The Rev. Gustav K. Wiencke, Jr., Th.D., of Northboro, 
Iowa, attended the meetings of the Board and par- 
ticipated in the proceedings. Dr. Wiencke has recently 
been elected by the Board as a writer. He will officially 
begin his duties with the Board February 1, 1942. 


Nawakwa Scholarships 
This past summer the Parish and Church School 

Board provided ten scholarships to Camp Nawakwa, 
these scholarships being available to leaders who had 
already given considerable service to the Church and 
who might be instrumental in establishing or improving 
youth camps in their own synods. Assignments for the 
scholarships were made by synodical committees on 
parish education and the Board, after which they re- 
ceived the approval of the authorities at Camp Nawakwa. 
Because of conditions beyond their control three of the 
appointees to scholarships could not avail themselves of 
the opportunities provided. The synods and individuals 
to whom scholarships were granted are as follow: 
North Carolina Synod—The Rev. C. N. Yount, Faith, N. C. 

(Chairman of Committee on Parish Education) 
Kansas Synod—The Rev. George R. Whittecar, Tulsa, Okla. 

(Staff member of Camp Washunga) 


Ohio Synod—The Rev. James L. Keyser, Orrville, Ohio. 
(Director of Camp Lu-Bo-Ca) 
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West Virginia Synod—Miss K. Thelma Heinebaugh, Fairmont, 
W. Va. (Public school teacher, active in young people’s work) 

Manitoba Synod—The Rev. Helmuth Lehmann, S.T.D., Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada. (Dean of Lake Brereton Summer School) 

Pittsburgh Synod—The Rev. S. S. Shaulis, Vandergrift Pa. 
(Director of a congregational camp and active in promoting 
a synodical camp) 

Maryland Synod—Miss Julia Bell Hann, Frederick, Md. 
(Active in promoting Camp Nawakwa throughout the 
Maryland Synod) 


The Board took action that ten scholarships shall again 
be made available this coming summer. Recipients of 
scholarships will be expected to attend Camp Nawakwa 
four full weeks, during which period they will be pro- 
vided with free board and lodging, and $10 will be con- 
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tributed toward their traveling expenses. While at Camp 
Nawakwa the holders of scholarships will be under the 
general supervision of the Camp Director and will carry 
out such requests as may be made of them. They shall 
participate in every phase of camp life so that they may 
receive the fullest possible instruction concerning the 
management and supervision of a modern camp. These 
scholarships are not available to ordinary campers, but 
only to people of some maturity who have already 
manifested a degree of leadership in other camps spon- 
sored by synods or similar groups, or to people who in 
the judgment of synodical committees on parish educa- 
tion might be instrumental in establishing a synodical 
camp. Nominations are made by synodical committees. 


Leadership Improvement 

The formal program of leadership 
education is by no means the Board’s 
only effort to bring about an improved 
leadership, but the number of course 
cards offered in this program does pro- 
vide one method of measuring interest 
and progress. Since the last semi-an- 
nual meeting of the Board 2,082 First 
Series Course Cards were awarded, 
and 2,538 Second Series Course Cards. 
If to this number is added the 1,001 
Course Cards issued by other general 
agencies than our Board we have a 
total of 5,621 Course Cards presented 
to Lutheran workers. 


Field Work 


During the past year a new field 
work policy of the Board has been in 
effect. Letters have been pouring in 
upon the Board from many different 
sources commending the plan and the 
services of members of the Staff. Dur- 
ing this period the Board has had the 
largest coverage of the congregations 
of the Church that it has had in any 
similar period of its history. A rather 
systematic itinerary was carried out in 
every synod of the Church except one. 
As a result of these field activities 
many congregations and synods are 
making definite improvements in their 
work and the Board itself has been 
stimulated to do better work, for the 
Board now has four secretaries whose 
eyes and ears are attuned to the needs 
of the field. Conferences and meetings 
conducted by the editorial and sec- 
retarial staff totaled 910 during the 
year. In these meetings 5,721 congre- 
gations (counting duplications) were 
reached. 


Parish Education Month 


The Board gave careful considera- 
tion to the plans for Parish Education 
Month next September. It adopted as 
special emphasis for Parish Education 
Month: “God’s Place in Parish Educa- 
tion.” The slogan will be, “God Reach- 
ing.” The objective will be to help 
congregations and their workers to 
plan all their educational activities and 
use all their educational methods and 


means so that God may most effectively 
reach through these to the individual, 
the home, and the community. 


New Publications 

During the past six months numerous 
new publications prepared by the Board 
have come from the press. Among 
these are: 

A Lamp of Burnished Gold, by Dr. 
Paul H. Krauss, a Second Series lead- 
ership education textbook for the 
course, “A Study of Our Church and 
Its Work.” 

The Church Through the Ages, by 
Dr. Theodore G. Tappert, a Second 
Series leadership education textbook 
for the course, “A Study of the His- 
tory of the Christian Church.” 

Doing as God Wants, by Marion 
Poppen Athy, the tenth Primary unit 


of Children of the Church. 

World Christians Worshiping, by 
Mabel Elsie Locker, the tenth Junior 
unit of Children of the Church. 

Wanted_T welve Witnessses, by 
Ethel M. Dentzer, the fourth Inter- 
mediate unit of the Christian Youth 
Series. 

How Our Church Helps, by Dr. Ralph 
D. Heim, the fifth Intermediate unit of 
the Christian Youth Series. 

Choosing My Calling, by Milton A. 
Haker, the fourth Senior unit of the 
Christian Youth Series. 

The Problem of Success, by Dr. 
Charles L. Venable, the fifth Senior 
unit of the Christian Youth Series. 

Attention was devoted to a consider- 
able number of new manuscripts, some 
of which will be going to the printer in 
the near future. 


200 MEN OF THE FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH, MANSFIELD, OHIO, 


called on the 2,600 members of the congregation during the Every Member Vis- 
itation. This visitation began November 16 and was concluded two weeks later. 
The men were commissioned to their duties by the pastor, Dr. Grover E. Swoyer, 
at an inspiring service Sunday morning, November 16. The chairman of the 


committee was Mr. Glenn Davidson. 


In the picture Pastor Swoyer is seen in the pulpit, and the assistant pastor, 
the Rev. Milton Johnson, is at the lectern. This picture is an evidence that the 
manpower of the church is at work today. 
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Among Ourselves ... 


We Are Making History 


Tue other day I came across a textbook I had used in 
the dim and distant past. It was a “History of Rome,” 
and opposite the causes of the Punic wars was scrawled 
in childish letters, “Memorize.” 

Perhaps I memorized it then; but I can’t recall it now. 
But that’s the way they taught history in those days— 
one dull war and senseless battle after another. And 
always the “causes” and “results” were things that had 
te do with kings and nations. They did not seem to have 
any connection with people—like you and me. 

Modern historians have seen the falsity of that sort of 
picture. They know and show quite clearly that under- 
neath the showy, easily discerned tide of events there is 
a deeper, slower current that moves on almost un- 
noticed by contemporaries, because it surrounds them 
like the air they breathe, the life of the common people. 

That is the sort of history that you and I are making 
now. In a democracy we have a part in one great gov- 
ernment or another. But it is such a tiny part. Our gov- 
ernments are shaping the future, but most of us have to 
let our elected representatives attend to it. We have 
cur own private history to make. 

At the end of the third century those who recorded 
the life of the times were so interested in the civil wars 
of the Roman Empire that they never knew that a boy 
named Athanasius had been born. Even church his- 
torians were so concerned with describing the rise and 
fall of religious persecution that they never thought to 
investigate the childhood of that boy. Indeed, they did 
not know he was alive. The early life of the man who 
helped to write the Nicene Creed and to keep the church 
true to that creed when all sorts of political pressure 
was used to draw it away, is known to none but God. 

Yet someone raised that boy. In the city of Alex- 
andria in Egypt at a time when Christians were being 
tortured and killed there for their beliefs, someone 
taught him to be true to Christ, no matter what the cost. 
But the infiuence of that person has lasted more than 
sixteen hundred years. Our repetition of the Nicene 
Creed is a fitting memorial. 

It is a little frightening to think that while our own 
lives are rooted in the past, our children belong to the 
future. Neither you nor I may raise an Athanasius or a 
Luther. But when the church needs him he will be 
there. And someone will teach that future leader to see 
God’s truth. Someone will show him how to find the 
strength he needs to walk the path of greatness. And 
who knows—It might be you or I. That leader may be 
in your own home or in your Sunday school class. 


Keep Out of That Rut 


THERE is something exciting about driving at night 
after the rest of the world is asleep. Your headlights 
pierce the darkness and show you the road ahead. Only 
a little piece of road is visible, and you leap over it 
almost as quickly as it comes into view. Another section 
appears before you, to be gobbled up just as quickly. 
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Beyond the headlights lie darkness and mystery. 

You zoom along from one tiny, light-filled patch to 
another. Swiftly you rush on toward the darkness and 
the mystery ahead. 

Modern roads are so well marked that unless you 
wander from the beaten track there are few real 
dangers, even when you are traveling at high speed. 
“Curve Left,” “Curve Right,” “Steep Hill.” The signs 
guide you so carefully that your driving is almost 
automatic. 

For a good many years—indeed, since the invention 
of the automobile made road markings necessary—peo- 
ple have been saying how nice it would be if life were 
marked as well as the highways. How nice it would be 
if all dangers were just pointed out before we have to 
meet them. 

One sign that would help many of us would be the 
warning inscription: DANGER! RUT AHEAD. It is so 
easy for “good” people to get into ruts. They work out 
for themselves a sort of pattern of right conduct. They 
repeat it over and over. Being “good” becomes easier 
and easier. It becomes habitual. And the first thing 
you know, these well-meaning, upright people have 
made for themselves a neat little rut. Unless they realize 
their danger in time, the walls grow higher and higher, 
until the people inside cannot see out. They cannot see 
that things done in a different way can be as good as 
their own way of living. 

Before long other people cannot see in. The walls of 
the rut have grown so high that those who are living 
differently cannot see that there is beauty and happiness 
in walking the straight and narrow way. Strangers are 
repelled rather than attracted by the good life that is 
led in a rut. 

So a good rule for all of us might be: When you find 
yourself in a rut—jump! Vary your routine in small 
ways if you cannot change the main lines. 

No one can “go into all the world” and stay in a rut. 
If ever there were men who stayed in no beaten path 
they were Father Heyer and Henry Melchior Muhlen- 
berg, whose anniversaries we celebrate in the year 
ahead. They were expert rut jumpers, both of them. 
That is one of the lessons we might learn from them. 

So why not make that one of our New Year’s resolu- 
tions?—No ruts in 1942. Begin with your own personal 
life. How do you spend your time? Get a pencil and 
write it down, if you want to take it seriously. How 
much time for preparing meals? How much time for 
washing dishes, for cleaning and laundry work? For 
reading or other methods of increasing your brain 
power? How much for spiritual growth—church serv- 
ices, Bible reading, prayer and meditation? How much 
for other people—family, friends, strangers, community? 
How much for the work of the church? How much for 
growth in appreciation of art or music? If you are sure 
there are no changes that need to be made in your 
schedule for 1942, beware! You have started to dig a 
rut. You had better make some changes somewhere on 
general principles. Try a different pew on Sunday 
morning. Try the Missionary Society instead of the 
Ladies’ Aid, or vice versa. But do something different. 
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Musings of a 
Minister's Wife . . 
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Holiday Banquet and Such 


The Bordenville Parish Entertains Its Young People 


“THANK you very much for calling. I'll see that it is 
attended to as soon as possible.” And Jerry put down 
the telephone. 

“You’d better get upstairs to your study before any- 
one else calls, or you won’t have any sermon Sunday 
morning,’ I urged. “Fancy my embarrassment when 
you have to announce that due to an unusual rush of 
_ parish duties at the holiday season there will be no 
/. sermon today.” 
| “It might be better that way than to preach some I 
have preached in my day.” 

“T know you want me to deny that with wifely in- 

| dignation; but I make it a rule never to pay compli- 
_ ments, even on sermons, before lunch. There! I knew 
_ that phone would ring again. Run along.” 
_ I gave him time to reach the third floor before I an- 
_ swered. “Mr. Lathrop has just gone to his study. This 
is Mrs. Lathrop. Could I take a message or would you 
like him to call you later? Why, hel-lo, Josephine. How 
_ nice to hear your voice. When did you get home? Oh, 
I see. I knew I hadn’t seen you in church, and I couldn’t 
imagine your being in town and not getting out to some 
_ of the Christmas services. You girls are probably having 
_-a grand time visiting about. Of course, you want to 
bring your roommate to the banquet. I am almost sure 
it will be all right. The committee wanted all reserva- 
tions in yesterday, but they are preparing for some 
extras, I know. Suppose I send one of the children over 
to the church to find out. Some of the ladies are there 
now.” 

My husband thinks these young people’s banquets at 
the Christmas season are worth the effort, because they 
help to keep the boys and girls who are away at college 
tied up in a social way with the home church, and they 
stimulate the interest of the others. Some young folks 
who will not come to regular Luther League meetings 
will come to this. 

“Mark, Mark!” I called from the stairway. 
come here.” 

“What do you want, Mother?” His voice was oddly 
muffled. : 

“Come down and let me talk to you a minute. I don’t 
want to shout, you know.” 

When he appeared at the top of the stairs, his mouth 
was full of pieces of metal. “Goodness, Mark. Take 
those things out of your mouth right away. Suppose you 
swallowed one.” 

He evidently had been expecting me to say just that, 

for he removed them at once. “I don’t see any other 
way to build this bridge. Joan is so busy playing paper 
dolls that she can’t help me; and if I put the things 
down, I lose one part while I am fixing another.” 
' “Well, put them all down now and run over to the 
church for me. I want you to ask the ladies whether it 
will be all right for Josephine Durham to come tonight 
and bring her roommate. Hurry back, because I have 
to call her.” 

“Oh, Mother! Just when I’m at a really dangerous 
place with this bridge. I can’t stop now. Really I can’t.” 


“Please 


Po ee ' 
_ OO ee 


“Tl do it for you,” said Joan, appearing beside him. 

“That’s fine,” put in my husband’s voice from the third 
floor stairway. “I need Mark’s help in slip-sheeting the 
menus I promised to mimeograph.” 

“Oh, Daddy, let me do it,” shrieked Joan. I'll be back 
from the church by the time you get the stencil on.” 
And her feet fairly flew down the stairs. 

“Well, Joan is certainly a little helper today,” 
mented with a meaning look at my son. 

“That’s just because you asked me first.” 

I went back to the livingroom and settled myself near 
the Christmas tree to looked over the cards I have 
hardly had a chance to glance at. Joan was back almost 
as quickly as she had promised. This time I got not 
Josephine, but her mother on the phone. We had a good 
many things to talk about, and the time slipped by be- 
fore we hung up. Joan was standing beside me, her 
hands full of programs and tassels. 

“Daddy says Mark and I shall tie up these programs; 
but Mark won’t help me. He’s mean.” 

“T think Mark is really doing a very good job with 
that bridge he is building. Since you and I have nothing 
particular planned, how would it be if I help you?” 

They didn’t take long, and Joan put on her coat once 
more to run over to the church with them. She came 
back reporting that the committee was delighted. “They 
said they didn’t expect Pastor Lathrop to do all that 
putting the tassels on and everything. So I told them 
he didn’t do it—you and I did it or there wouldn’t be 
any sermon on Sunday. I guess they thought that was a 
good joke. They all laughed.” 

The rest of the day went ead otlily. Mark finished 
his bridge before lunch and Jerry his sermon. The 
household relaxed. All was well. 

At five o’clock the telephone rang while I was getting 
supper for Mark and Joan. The speaker of the evening 
had missed his bus from the city. Could someone come 
to get him? 

“T’ll go myself,” my husband said. “I know someone 
else would be glad to do it; but making arrangements 
will use up precious time. I’ll have less wear and tear 
if I collect him myself.” I relayed the message while 
Jerry finished shaving. Before I could get my breath, 
he was gone. 


I com- 


Naughty 
Nora’s 


Nonsense 


WHEN people feel conceited 

As they go into the church, 

They find it isn’t long 

Before they tumble from 
their perch. 


NAUGHTY NORA 
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Se Soe fences 


Yea all of them shall wax old like a garment; as a 
vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be 
changed. Psalm 102: 26 


Our old clothes wear out; each season demands 
changes, in weight and perhaps style. The psalmist re- 
minds us that all material “garments” of the earth and 
heavens will “wax old” and God shall “change” them. 
They will not be destroyed, like old clothes given to the 
“rag man.” The Creator will make them over into “new 
heavens and a new earth,” more beautiful and glorious. 
In God’s economy nothing is destroyed, only transformed 
and lifted into a higher kingdom. The crumbling 
rocks pass into soil; this into garments for grass and 
tree, flower and fruit; and these into flesh or other 
clothing for beast and man. At the closing of the year 
religion calls us to consider life’s changes, that the trans- 
formations be into something higher and holier. 


+ + + 


Heaven and earth shall pass away; but my words 
shall not pass away. Luke 21: 33 


THE boy who left home came back after years of 
wandering; but, like himself, all things seemed changed. 
The picket fence and gate were gone, familiar buildings 
destroyed, the old home sold and transformed. But the 
voices of the few friends still living were familiar, and 
the words of loved ones who had passed on still lingered 
in memory. Father Time may scythe much that we 
hold dear, but he cannot destroy the voices of the past, 
the messages of loved ones gone. The words of truth, of 
prophecy, of comfort and hope cheer the pilgrim in his 
wanderings and on his way home. Cling to God’s prom- 
ises and His words of life. 


+ + + 


Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge 
the living and the dead. I Peter 4:5 


THE tie-up of the months and the years with each 
other leads on by a continuous chain to the end of all 
time. There stands the Alpha and Omega, Who is the 
beginning and the ending, the first and the last. Facing 
Him, life on earth is of infinite value. In this span of 
time choices for eternity are made, destinies are shaped. 
Nations are flying at each others’ throats and millions 
of men, created in God’s image, with billions of their 
possessions, are being destroyed; but it is enheartening 
to know that deep down in the human heart there is 
still the sense of relation to God. 


+ + + 


For the time is come for judgment to begin at the 
house of God: and if it begin first at us, what shall be 
the end of them that obey not the Gospel of God? 

I Peter 4: 17 


Most folks use the telescope in viewing the judgment. 
They see it in the far-off future. They use this same 
glass to look beyond themselves and their near ones, 
while they focus attention on the faults of others. One 
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minimizes the sins and shortcomings in his family and 
in his own life, but magnifies the evil in others. God 
reverses the glass and turns the big end of His all-seeing 
telescope upon our own hearts and lives. God first turns 
the spotlight of His judgment upon them supposed to be 
nearest Him and possessed of the knowledge of Truth. 


+ + + 


But inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s suffer- 
ings, rejoice; that at the revelation of his glory also ye 
may rejoice with exceeding joy. I Peter 4: 13 


THE X-ray passes through thick obstructions, yet the 
eye of faith too often fails to see through obstacles in the 
way. The faith of John the Baptist for a time could not 
penetrate the prison walls that confined his body and 
circumscribed his soul. But Christ quickened his spir- 
itual perception and gave him the proper perspective 
when He not only satisfied the doubter by external 
evidence as to His divine power, but revealed to the 


martyr the spiritual values of being “partakers of. 


Christ’s sufferings.” Rejoice when you are accounted 
worthy to suffer for righteousness’ sake. 


eae ee | 
For ye are all sons of God, through faith in Christ 
Jesus. Galatians 3: 26 


LIKE a chained warrior, the Son of God was humil- 
iated, bound by fleshly limitations, when He took upon 
Himself our nature and became man. His almighty 


power was held in restraint for more than three decades ~ 


of mortal life, until He burst the shackles and arose tri- 
umphant over sin and death. We, too, “are all sons of 
God, through faith in Christ Jesus”; and possess the 
lutent power to triumph gloriously. Like chained giants 
we are bound down by shackles of carnality that hinder 
us from the full realization and use of our God-given 
powers. Faith in God is the secret of overcoming. 


Seema i 8 
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ did 
put on Christ. Galatians 3: 27 


A GRAIN of wheat lay dormant for centuries in an 
Egyptian tomb. Placed in the soil of the delta and bap- 
tized by the waters of the Nile and the showers from 
heaven, it burst its husk and sprang into new life. The 


hidden mystery of the Bethlehem Babe was not in the ~ 


birth of the son of Mary but in the Incarnation of the 
Son of God, Whose eternal life was thus made manifest 
to men. That birth and that Incarnation are graciously 
significant to them only in whom that same Jesus is 
spiritually reborn through the baptism of His Spirit. 


In the words of Charles Kingsley we pray: 
“Let us Thee, though lost, regain, 
Thee, the Life, the Inner Man: 
Oh, to all Thyself impart, 
Formed in each believing heart!” 
x * x 
“O come to my heart, Lord Jesus: 
There is room in my heart for Thee!” 
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The Christmas Aftermath 


Curistmas is not for one day only. It is for a “sea- 
son”—in preparation, celebration, and retrospect. The 
kind of aftermath depends upon whether it has been a 
holiday only or, in addition, a holy day. The merely 
social and commercial Christmas may leave a “hang- 
over” of literal or figurative headaches from stuffed 
stomachs or depleted pocketbooks. The spiritual Christ- 
mas leaves an aftermath of pleasant memories and hal- 


lowed influences. To a “merry Christmas” may be added 


truly a “happy New Year,” with happiness deep-seated 
because centered in Him Whose advent into history, 


| home, and heart brings inner peace and joy. 


No music has greater charms than that which is 
caroled in the lines of Edmund H. Sears; but it should 


| knger in the memory as a continuing Christmas in- 
| spiration: 


“Still through the cloven skies they come, 
With peaceful wings unfurled. 

And still their heavenly music floats 
O’er all the weary world; 

Above its sad and lowly plains 
They bend on hovering wing, 

And ever o’er its Babel-sounds 

The blessed angels sing.” 


| All burdened pilgrims on life’s way are invited to listen 


as heaven’s music echoes on when the celebration is 


| past: 


“And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, 
Whose forms are bending low, 

Who toil along the climbing way 
With painful steps and slow— 


O rest beside the weary road, 
And hear the angels sing.” 


Our Boys 


Just before Christmas a homesick soldier “thumbed” 
a ride with me on his way home for the holidays. He 
was a volunteer, at the minimum age for enlistment. He 
said he wanted to get home and surprise his folks; then, 
he added, “I’m willing to go back to camp after Christ- 
mas and get ready to do my part.” The aftermath of 
Christmas will be to him pleasant memories in spite of 
stern realities ahead. We cannot honor “our boys” 
enough! They are ready for the front lines, if need be— 
for us. May God protect them not only from shot and 
shell but from the perils of hate and all forms of tempta- 
tion that confront them in the untried ways ahead! 

When we think of the suffering, the horrors, of this 
world-wide war, the havoc to countless lives and homes, 
we are startled by the contrast with the celebration of 
the coming cf the Prince of Peace to bring salvation 
and further good-will. In every age distressed humanity 
cries out as if in mockery of the Christmas carols. 


Our Confidence 


Nort in mighty armaments only, nor yet in the courage 
and devotion of well-trained troops, but in the help of 
Almighty God is our confidence. As President Roose- 
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velt voiced the petition at the conclusion of his joint 
message to Congress asking for a declaration of war: 
“So help us God!” Not for help in winning victories 
over our national enemies only, but in overcoming Satan 
and sin, we look to our heavenly Leader Who alone can 
usher in the reign of lasting peace and universal broth- 
erhood. As Mr. George H. Sass, under the pseudonym 
Barton Grey, triurnphantly states it in his Christmas 
carol: 


“Took up, sad eyes, for the gleam is on the mountains! 


Rough is the road, and the night falls faster; 
Weary are the seekers; barren is the quest. 


“Comes the help at last when the need is sorest; 
Gleams the light of life through the night’s dark dream. 


“Behold a Son born! behold a Child given! 
Saviour, Prince, Father, Mighty to release! 
Wonderful His name on the earth, in the heaven! 
Joy His kingdom, and the end thereof peace! 


“Come, Thou Eternal, beloved of the nations! 
Come to the hearts that thirst unsufficed; 
Crown human faith and give to human patience 
All the peace of God, all the love of Christ!” 


Good-by 194]! 


“Goon be to ye,” days of 1941! Much of evil has there 
been, and we hang our heads in shame as individuals 
and as nations over the moral and spiritual failures the 
year has brought. Yet, “God bless ye,” we pray, that 
out of the travail of the nation’s upheaval may be born 
a better and happier world! Nothing good ever 
eventuates without much labor, sacrifice, and tears. We 
know not always God’s methods of wisdom, the mys- 
teries of His overruling Providence and prevenient 
Grace. When all years shall have ended, then shall be 
made plain the things now hard to understand. 

When. Jesus came to earth, the whole world was in 
peace. In the words of John Milton: 


“Nor war, or battle’s sound 
Was heard the world around: 
The idle spear and shield were high uphung, 
The hooked chariot stood 
Unstained with hostile blood, 
The trumpet spake not to the armed throng, 
And kings sat still with awful eye, 
As if they surely knew their sovereign Lord was by. 


“But peaceful was the night, 
Wherein the Prince of light 
His reign of peace upon the earth began.” 


Yet in spite of the peace throughout the world and the 
quiet of Bethlehem, beneath the smiling stars, the 
shadow of the cross was even then beginning to fall 
across the path of Jesus. He escaped the sword of 
Herod, which slew “the innocents,’ but He was re- 
served for a greater sacrifice. 

The supreme question at the end of the old year and 
the beginning of the new is “What think we of the Christ 
of Bethlehem and of Calvary? What is our relation to 
Him in, confession and character?” 


The suggestions in the four columns of these two facing 
pages are presented for study and meditation by J. William 
McCauley, D.D., Salem, Virginia. 
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‘Team W ork—a Homemade Talent 


By ETHEL B. WICKEY 


In The Augsburg Teacher, at the discussion of the les- 
son for November 9 on “Repentance and Faith,” we 
read, “A beautiful family relationship can be spoiled. 
There is no virtue that selfishness cannot ruin. Unless 
the members of a family work together and live for one 
another, the most sacred union in the whole world will 
go on the rocks.” Whoever questions this statement will 
do well to look into the causes of divorce. Back of every 
ruined life there is selfishness. Back of every wrecked 
home there is lack of co-operation. 

As we look within many family circles we see little 
evidence of mother (or father) doing anything to over- 
come this oncoming tragedy. 

How can we teach this desirable characteristic which 
is so far-reaching in its results? 


Case Number One 

During the winter months the family finds itself busier 
than at any other time of the year. Mother, father and 
children have their several responsibilities. Their days 
are filled to overflowing. From early morning until late 
at night each goes his own way, rushing here and there 
to complete the duties of the day. But emergencies arise 
in the life of the children. They come home from school 
frequently with problems that they cannot solve, with 
language assignments that they cannot master, with a 
history lesson that is so confusing. To whom shall they 
go for help? Father is out of town on business, or at his 
office trying to get caught up in his day’s work, which 
fell behind schedule due to an unexpected visitor, or at- 
tending a church meeting, a committee meeting, a lec- 
ture. Mother, too, is still busy with her many tasks of 
the day. But she is sensitive to her children’s problems 
and soon learns of the insurmountable tasks they are 
facing and the importance of a lift when the load seems 
too heavy to carry. 

In these moments, the wise mother finds a great op- 
portunity confronting her—an opportunity to teach her 
children a lesson in teamwork. She says, “You seem to 
be greatly distressed tonight over your homework. I 
have many things to do this evening, but I will give 
you some of my time if you will help me with the dinner 
and a few errands. In this way each of us will complete 
our tasks more quickly.” They agree. The evening 
proves to be a great success as they work co-operatively. 
The next time the children face school problems they 
cannot solve they are quite likely to approach mother 
in this way, “Mother, if we help you with your work, 
will you explain some problems to us?” ; 


Case Number Two 

The winter months not only bring busy school days 
but many holidays with their social events. The chil- 
dren go to their parties, each with their own group. 
Mother and father accept invitations to dinner with their 
friends. Then the time comes when the children desire 
to entertain their friends in their own home. The chil- 
dren ask mother if they may invite their crowd to the 
house for a party, even though they realize that mother 


is planning a dinner for hers and father’s friends. 

Here also the wise mother finds a great opportunity 
confronting her—an opportunity to teach her children a 
lesson in teamwork. She explains that she is planning 
to entertain some friends very soon, but that she is 
willing to have the “gang” come too. After all, that is 
what a home is for—a place where one may enjoy 
friends. Then mother suggests that she help the chil- 
dren to make their party a success and that the children 
in turn help mother with her party. There are many 
preparations to be made; there is much serving to be 
done; there are many dishes to wash. They work co- 
operatively. Both parties are a great success. The next 
time the children want a party they are likely to ap- 
proach mother this way, “Mother, isn’t it soon time for 
you and dad to have another dinner party?” 


Case Number Three 

The winter months bring not only busy school days 
with their many problems, holidays with their many 
parties, but also busy shopping days with many pur- 
chases to be made. Especially is this true of the holiday 
season. The children are busy at school five days a 
week; their Saturdays are filled with catechetical in- 
struction, Junior Choir practice, rehearsals for special 
public performances, music lessons, hikes, scout work 
and the like. Shopping consumes hours, and the chil- 
dren have little time to buy gifts for the birthday party, 
gifts for Christmas, not to mention their own personal 
shopping. And mother has so many duties of her own 
that she has not a minute to spare. Mother and the chil- 
dren sit down and talk over their problem. 


Here also the wise mother finds a great opportunity 


confronting her—an opportunity to teach her children 
a lesson in teamwork. She makes suggestions. They 
agree that after school the children will come home im- 
mediately, run some errands, bake a cake, get dinner, 
wash the car, go to the store for groceries, so that mother 
can spend more time shopping in the late afternoon and 
buy the things the children want and need. Mother 
returns home tired and worn but her dinner is ready 
and the many tasks done. The next time the children 
want mother to do some shopping for them they are 
quite likely to suggest that they will take over some of 
mother’s duties at home if she will take time to pur- 
chase some articles for them while she is downtown. 


Why discuss teamwork in the home? Because team- 
work in the home is reflected in the work of the church. 
Children who have been taught co-operation at home 
find a place for themselves in religious activities. They 
know how to help with the social life of the church. 
They assist with religious activities by giving of their 
talents in playing the piano, singing songs, leading devo- 
tions, participating in discussions. They understand that 
if the current bills of the church are to be met and 
others are to learn of Jesus, they must co-operate by 
giving part of their allowance. Youth properly trained 
in the home will be workers in building the Kingdom. 
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1942 Preview 


By F. EprLinc REINARTZ 


Two significant anniversaries will be observed 
throughout the United Lutheran Church in America 
during 1942. They are the bicentennial of the arrival in 
this country of American Lutheranism’s patriarch, the 
Rev. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, and the centennial 
of the arrival in India of the 
Rev. John Christian Fred- 
erick Heyer, M.D., pioneer 
_ overseas missionary of our 
Church. 

Tabulated on the two fol- 
lowing pages are the prin- 
cipal observances which at 
the date of writing are 
known to be planned. Some 
of these, for example the 
publication in English of the 
Muhlenberg Diary, have 
been in preparation over a 
period of years. Prof. Theo- 
dore G. Tappert, D.D., and 
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Heyer biographies. 


are collaborating in the 
translating and editing of 
this monumental work. Its 
completion will give the 
church and the reference 
libraries of America a his- 
tory of lasting worth. 

A special centennial com- 
mittee in India under the 
chairmanship of the Rev. 
Luther A. Gotwald, D.D., 
has been working for months 
on the Heyer Centennial in 
the mission founded by him. 
Until very recently it was 
hoped that representatives 
of the home church could travel to India to participate 
in the celebrations there. These were planned for July. 
Recent international events make this participation im- 
possible. The Board of Foreign Missions and the 
Women’s Missionary Society lead the home church’s 
forces which are setting up a worthy observance of the 
overseas mission anniversary. Two notable books will 
help us to understand the character of the man who 
first carried the gospel to India in our name: “Then 
the Light Came,” by a former India missionary, the 
Rev. Fred J. Fiedler, and “They Called Him Father,” 
the Rung Award biography by the Rev. E. Theodore 
Bachmann. Both are published by our own Publication 
House. 

To give concrete evidence to the gratitude which the 
Church feels toward the missionaries and native work- 
ers who have carried on for a century the work which 
Father Heyer began, we will raise a fund of $100,000. 
It is to be used by the India mission for the extension 
and intensification of its evangelistic, educational and 
medical ministries. The Women’s Missionary Society 


HIGH LIGHTS 


Church-wide celebration of India Mission Cen- 
in January. 


Church-wide celebration of Muhlenberg Bicenten- 
nial, chiefly in May and November. Publication 
of Muhlenberg Diary. 
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Inauguration of Ministry of Christian Tracts. 


13th Biennial Convention of the Church and 
Brotherhood, Louisville, Ky., October 10-21. 


Post convention meetings in every U. L. C. A. 
congregation, carrying to them the information 
and inspiration of the biennial convention and 
bringing to a climax the mission emphasis of 
the year. 


feels confident that it will enter the anniversary year 
1942 having gone beyond by a substantial sum its agree- 
ment to raise $50,000 of that gratitude gift. During the 
month of January our congregations will receive spe- 
cial offerings to round out the $100,000. 

The Church-wide celebra- 


FLEE tion of the foreign mission 


event will be held on Jan- 
uary 25. The use of a spe- 
cial order of service, ad- 
dresses by missionaries on 
furlough, plays and pag- 
eants, and the distribution 
of appropriate literature will 
mark this day. The neces- 
sity which has been upon 
us to recall our missionaries 
from China and Japan has 
provided the foreign mis- 
sions committees of our sev- 
eral synods with more than 
the usual number of mission- 
aries for deputation. 

January 25 is also the date 
of the annual Luther League 
Missionary Day. For the 
occasion a pageant entitled 
“Salaam” will be presented 
by our youth groups. This 
auxiliary has as its 1942-43 
missionary project the rais- 
ing of $10,000 for the the- 
ological seminary at Luther- 
giri, Rajahmundry, India. A 
great impetus will be given 
this laudable endeavor by 
1942’s stress on missions. 

Our Brotherhoods will 
have their part in the new year’s plans too. The biog- 
raphies of the two great churchmen whom we celebrate 
will have a prominent part in the 1942 topic discussions. 
The biennial convention of our men at Louisville will 
include the anniversary emphasis markedly. 

The Ministerium of Pennsylvania will give over a 
large part of its May convention in Philadelphia to the 
Muhlenberg bicentennial. Memorable will be the great 
dramatic spectacle at the Academy of Music in which 
the Muhlenberg College Players augmented by actors 
totaling 1,000 will re-enact the high events associated 
with the name Muhlenberg. The pageant has been writ- 
ten by Prof. J. D. M. Brown, head of the Department 
of English at the college. It will be staged under the 
direction of the Rogers Producing Company and will 
require an outdoor platform 500 feet wide, when it is 
presented on the campus. The program at the Academy 
will include an address by President Knubel. 

Six performances of this pageant are scheduled for 
the Allentown campus: May 26-30, and Commencement 

(Please turn to page 18) 
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Day, June 1. One of these showings will be attended 
by the delegates to the annual convention of the Synod 
of Central Pennsylvania, is set for that week at Allen- 
town. May 30, which the college bicentennial committee 
has styled “National Day,” will see numerous state and 
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Executive Board’s committee which is led by the Rev. 
Paul H. Krauss, D.D. 

The official convention badge will have pendent from 
a name bar bearing the seal of Kentucky, and a black, 
red, white, blue and gold ribbon, an octagonal medallion 


national leaders on the cam- 
pus. Among them will be 
members of the National 
Commission for the Muhlen- 
berg Bicentennial Celebra- 
tion which the Congress and 
President have approved. 
President Roosevelt is the 
honorary chairman of this 
commission. 

Aiding us all in missions 
education during next year 
will be the Ministry of 
Christian Tracts. Some of 
the first tracts to be issued 
will have to do with the 
world work of our Church. 
These will gear into the im- 
portant post-Easter solicita- 
tion of funds which is to be 
made for orphaned Lutheran 
missions and refugees by all 
the member bodies of the 
National Lutheran Council. 
This call for financial sup- 
port includes also the serv- 
ice being rendered our men 
and women in the nation’s 
armed forces. The total 
amount needed, as deter- 
mined before the United 
States actually declared war, 
was $600,000. There is a 
likelihood that this figure 
will have to be revised up- 
ward in view of the rapid 
military expansion which is 
now taking place. 

At our Louisville Conven- 
tion prominence will be 
given to the Heyer-Muhlen- 
berg anniversaries. Two 
mass meetings are being ar- 
ranged for the week of the 
conclave. In Louisvile’s at- 
tractive Columbian audi- 
torium the Board of Foreign 
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Books and Pamphlets 
Recommended for Use in 
Connection with the 1942 

Anniversaries 


“Then the Light Came”—mission study book on 
our India field, by the Rev. Fred J. Fiedler. 


“They Called Him Father”—new biography of 
John Christian Frederick Heyer, by the Rev. E. 
Theodore Bachmann. 


“Kingdom Pathfinders”—sketches of the life and 
work of our most prominent foreign mission- 
aries, by Dr. George Drach. 


Muhlenberg Diary—Volume I available in May— 
edited by Prof. T. G. Tappert, D.D., and the 
Rev. John W. Doberstein. 


“Life and Times of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg” 
by the Rev. Wm. J. Mann, D.D. 


“Henry Melchior Muhlenberg” by the Rev. Wm. 
K. Finck, D.D. 


“An Eagle of the Wilderness,” a story based on 
the life of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, by 
Margaret R. Seebach. 


“A Century in India,” pamphlet by Margaret R. 
Seebach, available from the Women’s Missionary 
Society, 25 cents the copy. 

“Like a Mighty Army,” a leaflet sketching the his- 
tory of the Lutheran Church in America by 
Frank S. Mead—order from W. M. S., 100 copies 
free; additional, one cent each. 

“Keeping Faith,’ pamphlet by Dr. M. Edwin 
Thomas on the January centennial appeal. 


“Father Heyer,” pamphlet by Dr. George Drach. 


“Whence Cometh Help,” pamphlet (prepared espe- 
cially for Luther Leagues) by Dr. J. Roy Strock, 
presenting the Luther League’s 1942-43 mis- 
sionary objective, Luthergiri Theological Sem- 
inary, India. 
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of unusual attractiveness and 
significance. Its front face 
bears the image of Muhlen- 
berg and Heyer. The re- 
verse side gives the conven- 
tion name and date together 
with a representation of the 
Old Kentucky Home and 
the first measures of the be- 
loved Stephen Foster folk 
song by the same name. The 
Ministerium of Pennsylva- 
nia’s bicentennial committee 
has collaborated in the pro- 
duction of this medallion. 
From the die prepared for 
the Louisville Committee, 
round medals will be struck 
for use on the delegates’ 
badges at the Ministerium’s 
May meeting. 

Sunday, November 22, the 
Sunday before the actual 
bicentenary of Muhlenberg’s 
arrival in Philadelphia, Pa., 
the official church-wide cele- 
bration of the anniversary 
will take place. The Com- 
mon Service Book Commit- 
tee is preparing special 
morning and evening serv- 
ices for the occasion. Pro- 
fessor Brown’s Muhlenberg 
pageant abbreviated form 
will also be available for use 
by congregations. 

Correlation of all these 
anniversary plans has been 
committed to the anniver- 
sary committee of the Ex- 
ecutive Board and the Com- 
mittee of Executive Secre- 
taries. 

Repeatedly the suggestion 
has been made to those re- 
sponsible for promotion in 
the United Lutheran Church 


Missions and the special Anniversary Committee of the 
Executive Board will sponsor a program the chief fea- 
ture of which is to be an address on the life and present 
significance of the Rev. John Christian Frederick Heyer, 
M.D. This is programmed for Friday evening, October 
sixteenth. 

On Sunday evening of convention week the rally has 
the vast Memorial Auditorium in Louisville as its locale, 
The choir of Wittenberg College will provide the musical 
features. An address on Muhlenberg will be a high 
point in this program. The Sunday evening event is 
being planned by the Louisville Committee of which 
the Rev. J. Earl Spaid, D.D., is the chairman, and the 


in America that an intensive effort should be made, hard 
on the heels of our biennial conventions, to carry the 
information and inspiration of these meetings directly 
to our over 4,000 congregations. It is proposed to work 
out such a church-wide plan in 1942. The proposition 
is that the convention delegates should be used as the 
main body of speakers to carry out this endeavor. Ac- 
cordingly the tentative convention program calls for the 
giving of a fairly big block of the delegates’ time, prob- 
ably in the session of Tuesday, October 20, to the in- 
struction of delegates for this service. 

Wherever it is possible these post-convention meet- 
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eACROSS THE “DESK 


In Carlisle, Pa., at this time, one of the ministers of 
the U. L. C. A. is temporarily without a parish because 
of ill health. In the period of recovering his former 
vigor, he has devoted time and energy to commending 
THE LUTHERAN to members of Lutheran congregations in 
his home city and its vicinity. A paragraph in a recent 
letter from him was brought to our attention, as follows: 

“T have found in this work of representing our church 
paper other compensations than the commissions paid 
for new subscribers and for renewals. In addition to 
red apples and portions of pumpkin pie given me to 
enjoy while making my presentations, I have received 
also a half peck of shellbark hickory nuts, fresh pork 
chops with which to provide a meal for my family, a big 
Rhode Island (live) rooster, and five big country 
dinners.” 

U-m, u-m! We almost get the fascinating flavor of the 
viands mentioned above. Also almost we transmit the 
fragrance of a well-prepared country meal to our sub- 


_scribers. Certainly our whole power for well-wishing 


is employed to project the blessings needed that our 
readers may have a truly happy year. 


MORE AND BETTER BY-PRODUCTS 

Wuat our thoughtful correspondent has not over- 
looked as he made calls in the homes of his fellow church 
folk are the indirect results of his conversations. He 
refers to them by the phrase, “in addition to—.” Cer- 
tainly in the agreement between him and the journal 
whose circulation he is promoting, there is no reference 
te apples or to pork chops. Nor are the donors of the 
mentioned gifts expectant of extra favors—premiums 
they are often called. The experience is one in which 
persons meet, and, in the course of what may be the 
simplest sort of business transaction, affect each other 
by means of emotions and impressions that inspire con- 
genial exchanges of ideas, acts of hospitality, and most 
of all of cheerfulness and optimism. 


TOPICAL BIBLE ANALYSES INVITE STUDY 

In the 1942 Year Book of the United Lutheran Church 
(a copy of which is not merely another book but 200 
pages of valuable information), a new service by the 
twelve pages assigned the twelve months of the year 
has been inaugurated. Twelve basic subjects of religious 
importance have been chosen and a declarative ‘portion 
of the Bible selected to head the page. The space “under 
the Sunday announcements,” usually four paragraphs, 
is used to present some phase of the theme for the 
month. 

January’s calendar page contains the well-known Lit- 
tle Gospel, John 3: 16—“God so loved the world.” What 
the sermon writer would call main divisions of a dis- 
course and the non-professional reader the implications 
of the central verse are announced as follows: 


“God’s Purpose is all-apparent. 
“God’s Gift is all-sufficient. 
“God’s Love is all-inclusive. 
“God’s will is all-imperative. 
“God’s Means are all-efficient.” 


The paragraphs are, of course, of the greatest possible 


kee) Vey, "er 


brevity, but their positiveness of statement makes them 
proportionately suggestive. 

February’s verse and theme deal with the Church. 
The Scripture cited is Luke 12: 32—‘Fear not, little 
flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom.” Most of us think of Gustavus Adolphus, 
the Swedish king, defender of the Reformation, because 
of our familiar hymn, “Be not dismayed, thou little 
flock,” for which there is the tradition that it was sung 
at the battle of Liitzen in 1632, where the great Swedish 
king was killed. 

But really the Gospel deals with the Church relative 
to which the Year Book states: 


“God loves the Church. 
“God trusts the Church. 
“God directs the Church. 
“God blesses the Church.” 


While we are writing about the coming year’s 200- 
page 142 Year Book, we call attention to its brief but 
very well-prepared biographical sketches of Henry 
Melchior Muhlenberg and “Father” John C. F. Heyer. 


1941 A GOOD YEAR 

Earty this month we had occasion to inquire concern- 
ing the progress of one of our educational institutions 
where an appeal for a large sum of money is in process 
of completion. Responses thereto, already made, sup- 
plied proof that the people served by this particular col- 
lege and theological seminary realize the importance of 
maintaining it and are saying so with cash and subscrip- 
tions. We have written it before more than once, but 
it is still worthy of repetition that our church’s support 
of education is the barometer of its present and future 
power. This assertion has the same relation to the more 
direct spread of the Gospel by other agencies that the 
cultivation of the soil has to an abundant crop from a 
field. 

Such being the importance of the obligations carried 
by our educational institutions, the whole church will 
be delighted and inspired by the results of their nu- 
merous appeals for money. Taking the church as a 
whole, we have been facing what we called a crisis in 
religious higher education for several years. What made 
keen observers fearful was not the internal manage- 
ment of colleges and seminaries, but the seeming indif- 
ference of the people to their need of money. The mil- 
lion and a half dollars reported, with more to come, is 
significant because of the lay co-operation that money 
demonstrates. We commend Secretary Wickey’s brief 
statement on page 7 as the data for an optimistic an- 
nouncement next Sunday. 

But being greedy for more cheerful surprises, we 
sought messages from five more U. L. C. A. boards. We 
sent to Secretaries Rhyne, Koch, Corbe, Drach, and 
Walker the request for a brief survey of 1941’s accom- 
plishments in comparison with previous years. Thanks 
to their prompt graciousness in replying, THE LUTHERAN 
is able to announce a highly encouraging degree of prog- 
ress during a year whose right to notoriety is commonly 
supposed to consist of failures and disappointments. 

It was not that kind of a year. 
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Identitied and Announced 


First Witnesses to Bethlehem’s Manger Babe Testify Concerning Him 
By NATHAN R. MELHORN 
Luke 2: 25-35, 39, 40. The Sunday School Lesson for January 11 


THERE is one custom now widely prev- 
alent in homes blessed with children 
that could not be found in Jewry when 
Christ was born in Bethlehem of Judea. 
The baby book in which is kept an 
almost daily record of events in the 
life of a child was not available in the 
case of Mary’s and Joseph’s rearing of 
the child Jesus. 

The fact of the business is that those 
to whom we owe our inspired records 
of the Saviour’s life; namely, the 
writers of the New Testament, probably 
were not aware of the blessed nativity 
until decades after it had happened. 
The only one of the disciples who lived 
in Judea was Judas Iscariot. The re- 
maining eleven whom Jesus called to 
be His immediate followers were 
Galileans. Of these twelve only one 
recites the story of the birth of Jesus, 
and this account by Matthew is less 
complete in its details than that one 
which Luke wrote and which is the 
more commonly used as the Scripture 
lesson for Christmas Day. 


An Adult Influence 

It was not the circumstances of Jesus’ 
birth, not the testimony of the Wise 
Men, not the vain precautions of Herod, 
and not originally an interview with 
Mary, that led men to become the dis- 
ciples of Jesus and the ambassadors of 
the proclamation of salvation. It was 
Jesus Himself Whose words and deeds 
gave such unmistakable indications that 
He was sent from God. Once this con- 
viction was reached, the follow-up was 
the displacement of the old regime 
based on Moses and the prophets, and 
substitution of personal allegiance to 
the new relationship wherein the king- 
dom of God and His Christ were com- 
pletely dominant. 

When the wonderful acts of Jesus 
had been seen of men and abundant 
testimony had made their reality com- 
mon knowledge in that inner circle 
which represents the first group of 
Christians; and when the time came 
that called for reducing to written 
form the principal occurrences by which 
these men were convinced that they 
had found the Messiah; then informa- 
tion was sought and found concerning 
the earlier years of His incarnation. 


Matthew and His Name 

On Matthew, who sat at the receipt 
of custom and who may have had a gift 
for seeking details, an impression was 
made by the name which had been 
given to Jesus. It signifies in its He- 


brew background, “Jehovah is salva- 
tion.” There was further identification 
of this particular child by the injunc- 
tion to his parents which Matthew re- 
cords, “They shall call his name Em- 
manuel, which being interpreted is 
God with wee 

The natural desire of the evangelists 
to obtain information was undoubtedly 
complemented by inquiries which were 
addressed to them when they went 
forth to preach the Gospel of the new 
covenant. Then as now there was great 
interest in the first appearance of the 
Son of man upon the earth. It is com- 
monly supposed that Mary, who was 
living at the home of the apostle John, 
told at least one of the writers, St. 
Luke, what she had kept in her heart 
from the very beginning of her call to 
be the chosen one amongst the daugh- 
ters of Israel. What Luke wrote in de- 
tail was, of course, known to them all. 

That thirty and more years elapsed 
before the occasion arose to relate 
these intimate facts, and that they were 
proclaimed orally for three more dec- 
ades before they were recorded by au- 
thoritative writers in no way destroys 
either the accuracy or the authenticity 
of that which Matthew and Luke have 
so definitely stated in their Gospels. 


re 


Collateral Witnesses 

The fact that the narratives of the 
birth of Jesus were written decades 
after the event described had taken 
place bears upon another relationship 
which is dominant in all that the evan- 
gelists record. It is not only the son of 
Mary, but the Son of God concerning 
Whom the angelic chorus sang on the 
morning of the nativity. It was not 
merely that a prophet had visited and 
redeemed his people, but that a new 
regime had come to pass in which old 
things were done away. It is the ex- 
pected kingdom of God that Jesus es- 
tablished in the midst of those who 
were eyewitnesses of the wonderful 
things which He did. This unbroken 
connection between the Father and the 
Son is most definitely asserted in the 
fourth of the Gospels, which John, the 
beloved disciple, wrote last of all among 
the New Testament writings. He makes 
most prominent the fact that “In the 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
January 5-11 

M. The Saviour in Prophecy. Isaiah 9: 2-7, 
T. The Saviour Born. Matthew 1: 18-25. 
W. The Saviour Identified. Luke 2: 25-35. 
Th. The Saviour Acclaimed. Matthew 2: 3-12. 
F. Jesus’ Normal Boyhood. Luke 2: 41-52. 
Sat. Jesus’ Early Training. Isaiah 7: 10-16. 

. Jesus to Be Worshiped. Hebrews 1: 1-9. 
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beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.” 
Luke and Matthew indicate this di- 
vine nature of the Christ child by the 
testimony which is given by the Holy 
Spirit from the lips of two witnesses. 
Just as the Spirit of God was an- 
nounced in the creation of the world, 
so again the same Spirit’s testimony 
concerning the Son of God that is found 
in the story of the aged Simeon’s re- 
joicing when Jesus was presented in the 
temple, according to the rule of the 
Jews. We have come to use that ex- 
pression of worship of the aged servant 
as part of some of our most solemn and 
sacred forms of worship. It is really 
the inspired declaration that in this 
child, presented by His parents accord- 
ing to the custom of the law, there was 
that One for the coming of Whom Israel 
had been called to be a chosen people. 
What Simeon expressed was the inter- 
pretation of prophecy and experience 
relative to the completion of the era 
of preparation for man’s redemption.. 
There was a second witness, an aged 
woman, through whom also the Holy 
Spirit gave expression of the unique 
attributes of this ‘child. Of her Luke 
relates: “She coming in that instant 
(the presentation in the temple) gave 
thanks likewise unto the Lord, and 
spake of him to all them that looked 
for redemption in Jerusalem.” The 
basic value of the testimony of both 
Simeon and Anna lies in the fact that 
they were prompted in their recogni- 
tion and identification by the Spirit. 


The Years of Silence 

One might add a second indication 
of the emphasis which is placed upon 
the maturity of those who have given 
us the inspired narration of the min- 
istry of our Lord after the manner of 
the flesh. Beyond a couple of passing 
references and the description of one 
significant event when He was aged 
twelve, we have only the record that 
He was with His parents in Nazareth 
from the time Joseph and Mary re- 
turned from their angel-directed exile 
in Egypt until He reached the age of 
thirty. It was then that He began the 
specific forms of obedience which the 
Messianic mission required of Him. 

There are some who wonder at the 
proportions between the years of his 
life up to thirty and the comparatively 
brief continuance thereof until the cru- 
cifixion, resurrection, and ascension. It 
is customary to explain that the quan- 
titative appreciation of time and space 
is not applicable to Him Whose every 
act had the value of infinity since its 
performer was Son of God and Son of 
man. The time measurements in His 
career are thus enabled to conform to 
even the ceremonial requirments of the 
Mosaic law without in any way dim- 
inishing their redemptive content. 
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The Young ‘People 


By Amos Joun Traver, D.D., Frederick, Md. 


Forward March! 


Resources—Prayer; the Word 
and Sacraments 
Ephesians 6: 10-18 


Paut knew a great deal about sol- 
diers. Perhaps this was because he had 
spent so much time chained to a sol- 
dier in prison. Soldiers were every- 
where in the Roman empire, for it was 


' the might of arms that held the em- 


pire together. Jesus was born in a time 
of world peace; but that peace was only 
an armistice. Roman soldiers every- 
where made rebellion a risky venture. 
It is not surprising that Paul so often 
uses military terms to illustrate spir- 
itual truth. It is also not surprising that 
these same figures of speech occur so 
often in our modern Christian lit- 
erature. 

Some of the great hymns of the 
church reflect this military language 
of Paul. “Onward, Christian soldiers, 
marching as to war”; “Am I a soldier 
of the Cross, a follower of the Lamb”; 
“The Son of God goes forth to war, a 
kingly crown to gain”; are but a few 
of the martial hymns that have called 
Christians to war against sin. 

Our Bible lesson is built around the 
idea of the armor of the Christian sol- 
dier. Charles Wesley’s hymn reflects 
this passage best of all: 


“Soldiers of Christ arise, 
And put your armour on; 
Strong in the strength which God 
supplies, 
Through His eternal Son.” 


All the essential armor of the sol- 
dier is described and applied to the 
Christian’s preparation for battle in 
Ephesians 6: 10-18—girdle, breast- 
plate, shoes, shield, helmet and sword. 
These are the resources, not only for 
defense but also for offense. The Chris- 
tian needs both types of armor. He 
must never be satisfied with marking 
time in fancied security behind bul- 
warks of defense. The strategy of war 
demands attack. No defences will stand 
against a determined and prepared of- 
fensive. The Christian army must 
awake to the need of bringing the bat- 
tle to the territory of the enemy. The 
Christian soldier is equipped to attack 
evil wherever found. 

Girdle: This was a strong belt hold- 
ing the various parts of the armor in 
place. In itself it was not armor to 
protect.. But it was essential, or the 
armor would become loose and would 
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be more of a handicap than a help in 
battle. The Christian depends on truth 
to unify his life, to keep him from fol- 
lowing loose ends and missing the most 
important. 

Luther wrote to Melanchthon, “Do 
not be troubled in spirit; but sing the 
Lord’s song in the night as we are com- 
manded, and I will join in. Let us only 
be concerned about the Word.” The 
circumstances and situations of a day 
may be worrisome, and we may be led 
off into by-paths of discouragement by 
them. If we are sure we have the truth, 
we have that which integrates our 
whole life. 

Breastplate: We are told that this 
piece of equipment covered more than 
the breast of the soldier. It protected 
his back, neck and hips as well. What 
is this coat of mail that protects the 
Christian soldier? It is the righteous- 
ness of Christ. Another figure used by 
Paul suggests that we “put on” Christ 
as one would put on a coat. “Thou hast 
covered me with a robe of righteous- 
ness and clothed me in the garment of 
salvation,” wrote Isaiah of old. What 
certainty that gives the Christian in the 
battle against sin! He is Christ’s man, 
covered by Christ, so that Christ’s per- 
fection hides him. 

Shoes: It is a modern soldier who 
says, “Boots and shoes may be the de- 
ciding factor in war.” There was a pic- 
ture in the pictorial section of a recent 
newspaper showing some rookies on 
maneuvers. They were seated by the 
roadside, shoes off, caring for the 
blisters and sore spots on their feet. 
The significance of the shoes for the 
Christian soldier is that of readiness to 
go where most needed. 


“Take my feet and let them be, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee.” 


It is easy to accept the word swift as 
applied to the feet of the Christian. We 
need swift obedience if victories are to 
be won for Christ. The word beautiful 
may appeal to the sense of humor of 
some. Yet the sculptor would say that 
both the feet and the hands are a chal- 
lenge to his skill, and on their execu- 
tion may decide the full beauty of his 
work. It is a good Bible figure of 
speech. Isaiah wrote, “How beautiful 
upon the mountains are the feet of him 
that bringeth good tidings,” and Paul 
wrote to the Romans, quoting this very 
passage. Our laggard feet must be 
stirred to action. 

Shield: Protection is the meaning of 
the shield. A shield does not keep a 
man from being under fire: the arrows 
will fly just the same. It does keep him 


from wounds and death. How wonder- 
fully God protects the soldier in His 
army. Beginning far back in the time 
of Abraham, God was saying to His 
people, “Fear not, I am Thy shield.” 
Over and over again the psalmists echo 
the same refrain, “Thou. art my shield 
and he in whom I trust.” Jesus wore 
the same shield of faith so that the very 
cross which was to be His defeat be- 
came the symbol of victory. 


Helmet: In I Thessalonians 5: 8 Paul 
writes: “And for an helmet the hope of 
salvation.” Here it is the “helmet of 
salvation.” In either case the element 
of hope is strong. There can be no de- 
featism in the heart of a good soldier. 
The soldier in the army of the Lord 
has all the certainty of the greatness of 
God on his side. One with his God is a 
majority. Right makes might. His hope 
is no vague and wishful thinking, it is 
a lively hope. It is based on the assur- 
ance that the power of Jesus Christ is 
greater than the power of the adver- 
sary. In these times the note of uncer- 
tainty is too often sounded by Chris- 
tians. Without hope there can be no 
strong fighting. 

Sword: In “Pilgrim’s Progress,” 
John Bunyan writes: “Then said Mr. 
Greatheart to Mr. Valiant-for-truth, 
‘Thou hast worthily behaved thyself; 
let me see thy sword.’ So he showed 
it to him. When he had taken it into 
his hand and looked thereon a while, 
he said, ‘Ha, it is a right Jerusalem 
blade. Then said Mr. Valiant-for- 
truth, ‘It is so. Let a man have one 
of these blades, with a hand to wield 
it, and skill to use it, and he may ven- 
ture upon an angel with it... . Its edge 
will never blunt.’” Jesus used the 
Word when He was tempted. We must 
learn to use it with like skill. 

And out of the Word come the Sac- 
raments. In our march forward in the 
world we possess each new area from 
the enemy only as we establish there 
the Word and the Sacraments. In 
them is the power to redeem. They 
earry the spirit of God into men’s 
hearts. They are the only means by 
which the Kingdom of God can be es- 
tablished. 


To Battle: No weapons can win a 
war unless they are used. By prayer 
we have constant communication with 
our Captain. Constant prayer, willing 
and obedient service, are essential to 
victory. How complete is our armor? 
How well are we employing it? 

* * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, January 11. 

Next topic, “The Communion of Saints.” 
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Lutheran Students Hold Conferences 


Tue Lutheran Student Association of 
America has held regional conferences 
throughout the country during the 
past three months. For three days 
Ames, Iowa, became a modern Canter- 
bury as 350 Lutheran students from 
colleges and universities in southern 
Minnesota, northern Iowa, Wisconsin, 
and Michigan gathered on the campus 
of Iowa State College for the annual 
fall conference of the 
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The local L. S. A. and Bethesda con- 
gregation were hosts to the group. 

The main addresses at this confer- 
ence were delivered by Dr. C. M. 
Granskou, president of Augustana Col- 
lege, Sioux Falls, S. D., on the theme, 
“Christ-men! Cross-men! Free-men!”; 
Prof. Edgar M. Carlson, Gustavus 
Adolphus College, St. Peter, Minn., a 
meditation on “Freedom and Frustra- 
tion”; the Rev. Fredrik A. Schiotz, ex- 
ecutive ‘secretary for student service in 
the American Lutheran Conference; 
Prof. Hilda Beug, Mankato State 
Teachers’ College, Minnesota; and the 
Rev. Carl E. Lund-Quist. 

The new officers, who will take up 
their duties March 1, 1942, were in- 
stalled at the regular Sunday morning 
service. They are: President, Harold 
Ditmanson, St. Olaf College; vice-pres- 
ident, Edward Slettom, University of 
Minnesota Farm Campus; secretary, 
Margaret Mundt, Iowa State College; 
treasurer, Robert Torkelson, Wisconsin 
State Teachers’ College; librarian, 
Vivian Strand, University of Dubuque; 
mission secretary, Raymond Olson, 
Wisconsin State Teachers’ College. 

The advisers for this section are: the 
Rey. Carl E. Lund-Quist, Minneapolis; 
the Rev. J. M. Langemo, St. Paul; the 
Rev. A. N. Rogness, Ames, Iowa; the 
Rev. Alf Romstad, Stevens Point, Wis.; 
Dr. Julius Bodensieck, Dubuque, Iowa; 
the Rev. C. E. Nestande, Eau Claire, 
Wis. Miss Hortense Hage, LSAA ad- 
viser, is Lutheran Student Secretary. 


THE NORTHWEST REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE 


had 250 Lutheran students from North 
and South Dakota and northern Minne- 
sota at their convention which was held 
in First Lutheran Church, Fargo, the 
guests of North Dakota State College. 

Conference leaders were Prof. Edgar 
M. Carlson, Gustavus Adolphus Col- 
lege, St. Peter, Minn.; Dr. Carl B. 
Ylvisaker, Concordia College, Moor- 
head, Minn.; and the Rev. Roy Harris- 
ville, Moorhead. 

Twenty-one colleges were repre- 
sented, and student forums and lead- 
ership training groups supplemented 
the schedule of Bible studies. 


Officers-elect include: President, 
Paul Hanson, South Dakota State Col- 
lege; vice-president, Magnus Lutness, 
Concordia College; secretary, Mildred 
Mattson, University of North Dakota; 
treasurer, Robert Lorenzen, State Col- 
lege, Fargo; librarian, Evelyn Grovom, 
Mayville State Teachers’ College; mis- 
sion secretary, Palmer Loken, Augus- 
tana College. 

Advisers are as follows: the Rev. 
A. E. Hanson, Brookings, S. D.; Dr. 
Carl B. Ylvisaker, Concordia College, 
Moorhead; Dr. C. L. Kjerstad, Univer- 
sity of North Dakota, Grand Forks; the 
Rev. C. G. Olson, Fargo; Dean Martin 
L. Cole, Augustana College, Sioux 
Falls; and Miss Esther Schulz, State 
School of Science, Wahpeton, N. D. 


THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
CONFERENCE 

had 109 Lutheran students from eight 
colleges and universities present at its 
sessions held at Moscow, Idaho. They 
were the guests of the Lutheran stu- 
dents from the University of Idaho. 

The speakers were: the Rev. E. E. 
Krebs, Lewiston, Idaho; the Rev. F. A. 
Schiotz; Dr. J. P. Pflueger, Pacific Lu- 
theran College; the Rev. Sam Veldey 
and Dr. A. R. Westerberg, both of 
Moscow, Idaho. 

Officers elected were as follows: 
President, Luther Livingstone, Pacific 
Lutheran College; vice-president, 
Clarence Lindquist, University of 
Oregon; recording secretary, Myrtle 
Schmidt, University of Idaho; treas- 
urer, Carl Mau, Washington State Col- 
lege; mission secretary, Rhoda Lee, 
Pacific Lutheran College. 

The institutions represented and the 
number of delegates from each in- 
cluded Washington State College, 19; 
Central Washington College of Educa- 
tion, 6; University of Washington, 5; 
University of Oregon, 3; Oregon State 
College, 3; Pacific Lutheran ‘College, 
25; Lewiston State Normal, 3; and Uni- 
versity of Idaho, 45. 


Some of’ the 
Leaders at the 
Midwest Region 
Conference at 


Midland College 
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THE MIDWEST REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE 

THE nineteenth annual Midwest Re- 
gional Conference of the Lutheran Stu- 
dent Association of America met with 
Midland College as host. One hundred 
ten delegates—seventy for the full time 
—representing ten colleges and univer- 
sities in Nebraska and Kansas were in 
attendance. The theme, “Christman— 
Crossmen—Freemen,” was given em- 
phasis. Speakers were Dr. Mary E. 
Markley, Washington, D. C.; President 
Emory Lindquist of Bethany College, 
Lindsborg, Kan.; President F. C. Wieg- 
man, D.D., Midland College; President 
Lawrence Siersbeck, Dana College, 
Blair, Nebr.; Dr. Alfred O. Frank, Fre- 
mont, Nebr.; the Rev. E. W. Norling, 
Kearney, Nebr. 

Lowell C. Johnson, Nebraska Univer- 
sity, president of the Regional Associa- 
tion for the past two years, presided, 
and gave a splendid report of the work 
of the Association during the year. Of- 
ficers for the coming year are: Pres- 
ident, Virgil Lundquist, Bethany Col- 
lege; vice-president, Norman Banson, 
Dana College; secretary, James Niel- 
son, Kansas State College; treasurer, 
Walter Knutson, Midland College; mis- 
sion secretary, Kermit D. Branting, 
Luther College; librarian, Bertil Dan- 
ielson, Kansas State College. 


SOUTHEAST REGION LSAA 

RoaNoKE COLLEGE was host to the 
eighteenth annual conference of the 
Southeast Region of the Lutheran Stu- 
dent Association of America, November 
21-23. With the co-operation of Col- 
lege Church, Salem, Va., under the 
leadership of Pastor William E. Eisen- 
berg, about ninety registrants and a 
number of visitors were hospitably en- 
tertained. Students, faculty, and pas- 
tors represented groups from four states 
—Virginia, Tennessee, North Carolina, 
and South Carolina—and from 22 in- 
stitutions—5 Lutheran, 10 state, and 7 
others. 

The program built up on the Ashram 
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theme—“Christmen, Crossmen, Free- 
men’’—was developed in three masterly 
addresses by Prof. John Schmidt of the 
Southern Theological Seminary, Co- 
lumbia, S. C. Four discussion groups 
rooted in Luther’s classic, Christian 
Liberty, were led by the Rev. Clarence 
E. Norman of Raleigh, N. C.; the Rev. 
John R. Brokhoff of Marion, Va.; the 
Rev. Robert E. Lee of Blacksburg, Va.; 
and Prof. H. C. Ahalt of Virginia Poly- 
technic Institute. 

The projects of the Lutheran Stu- 
dent Association of America—the schol- 
arship for a graduate student in India, 
co-operation with the National Lu- 
theran Council in its work among 
Service Men and Refugees, and its aid 
to Distressed Lutheran Missions, and 
support of the World’s Student Chris- 
tian Federation in its program of edu- 
cation and mercy—were graphically 
presented in a panel of Lenoir Rhyne 
and Newberry students that called 
forth many questions and responses. 


Southeast Region LSAA at Roanoke College, Salem, 


Ss Se 


Virginia 


The president, Winifred Losse, Win- 
throp College 1942, presided at all ses- 
sions including the conference dinner. 
At the dinner a representative of each 
college group spoke briefly and Dr. 
Charles J. Smith, president of Roanoke 
College, gave a stirring talk. The re- 
gional vice-president, Joe Killinger, 
Roanoke 1942, was in charge of the 
Friday evening fellowship. 

At the business session Secretary 
Jeanne Peery, Marion 1942, and Treas- 
urer Roy Richardson, Wofford 1942, 
presented encouraging reports. 

The newly elected officers are: Pres- 
ident, William Hall, Lenoir Rhyne, 
Hickory, N. C.; vice-president, Mary 
Faith Irick, University of South Caro- 
lina, Columbia, S. C.; treasurer, H. E. 
Long, Clemson College, Clemson, S. C.; 
secretary, Barbara B. Ruhl, College of 
William and Mary, Williamsburg, Va. 

The advisers for the Southeast Re- 
gion are Dr. R. A. Goodman, Newberry 
College; Prof. H. C. Ahalt, Virginia 
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Give Us Peace 
By Mrs. L. L. Huffman 


PHILISTINE armies fought and bled 
And counted not unnumbered dead. 
Then Gideon moved at God’s command 
With inspired stratagem at hand. 

The mighty army turned in fright 
And scattered through the fearful night. 


Before he went forth in the fray 
Gideon knelt awhile to pray: 

‘lead us and guide us, Lord, aright, 
That we may safely pass this night; 
Our strength is not sufficient, Lord, 
We come to Thee with one accord.” 


“Drive out the foe and give us peace, 
Oh God, let strife and hatred cease; 
The night is dark, we need Thy hand 
To save our troubled fatherland.” 
America must not despair, 
But lift her heart to God in prayer. 


Polytechnic; the Rev. C. E. Norman, 
North Carolina State; the Rev. W. E. 
Eisenberg, Roanoke College. 

Devotions at all sessions were im- 
pressively led by David Miller of the 
Southern Seminary. The Conference 
closed with a Communion Service at 
College Church with Professor Schmidt 
and Pastor Eisenberg as preacher and 
liturgist. 


The Rev. Herman L. Heim has ac- 
cepted a call to become pastor of the 
First Lutheran Church, Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa., a congregation on the territory of 
the Central Pennsylvania Synod. 


1942 PREVIEW 
(Continued from page 18) 


ings are to be held in each congregation of a given area. 
It is hoped that it will not be necessary to arrange for 
too many joint meetings of congregations. Bringing the 
message to the congregations one at a time will cause 
the plan to take several months to complete but the 
advantages gained from the intensified effort are thought 
to be sufficient to warrant the added time and effort 
which will be required. Backers of the plan, and they 
are numerous, see the delegates unhurriedly interpret- 
ing the message and spirit of the church in convention 
to the people in the pews back home. 

Besides bearing to their constituency a factual report 
of convention proceedings, the delegates will likely be 
asked to summon the parishioners of their home com- 
munities to share in the high intent which the mission 
emphasis of the whole year 1942 will bring us. 

President F. H. Knubel has stressed again and again 
in the meetings of those who are working out the plans 
for the Heyer-Muhlenberg anniversary events that we 
must not content ourselves with mere commemorations. 
He has insisted that the celebration of these 1942 mis- 
sion anniversaries should issue the United Lutheran 
Church in America into the year 1943 much more mis- 
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sion-minded than it has ever been before. He is calling 
our church to follow the example of our two pioneers 
in their readiness to fit themselves for new tasks, their 
mobility in Christian service, their courage, churchman- 
ship, their consecration and their sacrificial attitudes 
and acts. It is this call which has caused us to adopt as 
a slogan for the dual anniversary year, “O God! to Us 
May Grace Be Given to Follow in Their Train!” 

President Knubel has asked each of the executive 
secretaries of our Boards and Auxiliaries to think 
through afresh the commission which the Church has 
given his agency. He has asked them to try to discover 
anew the missions task which is theirs to do. One con- 
sequence hoped for from this rediscovery is the flooding 
of our periodicals, and other educational, publicity and 
promotional printing with a new sense of mission—an 
increased stress on the recruiting, retention and reclama- 
tion of Christian disciples. 

Ministers in their pulpits and in pastoral relationships, 
church school teachers and leaders of local auxiliaries, 
in fact all who have leadership opportunities in the 
church are asked to embrace this new opportunity to 
plant the church through Heyer-and-Muhlenberg-like 
missionating. The 1942 anniversaries should cause our 
entire church to underscore with deeds the Muhlenberg 
motto: “The Church Must Be Planted.” 
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Susquehanna Conference (die 


WOMEN AND MEN ACTIVE IN CHURCH WORK 
Centennial Celebration of Mazeppa Church 


THE second annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Susquehanna Conference of the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod met in Trinity 
Church, Milton, Pa. The theme, “The 
Way of Peace,” was developed in the 
devotions by Mrs. Elmer Stoner of 
Mifflin, Mrs. A. W. Smith of Berwick, 
and Mrs. Charles Staub of Liberty. 

One of the highlights of the confer- 
ence was the India Centenary dinner 
in charge of Miss Catharine Mergner. 
Emphasis was placed on the fund to 
be raised for India, and an offering was 
received at the banquet. Mrs. H. C. 
Michael urged full support in the rais- 
ing of this fund. 

Miss Hilda Kaercher, missionary to 
India, spoke of the work being done 
there and the need for greater financial 
support; Sister Jane Wirt of Blooms- 
burg and Miss Katrina Umberger of 
the Konnarock Training School pre- 
sented their work. Mrs. George Fischer 
presented the constitution with neces- 
sary changes for adoption in 1942. 

Mrs. W. S. Deamer, who retired this 
year from the presidency, was pre- 
sented with a token of appreciation for 
her work, and Mrs. John I. Cole of New 
Berlin was elected to this office. Mrs. 
D. Burt Smith of Philadelphia brought 
greetings and encouragement from the 
Central Pennsylvania Synod’s society 
of which she is president and installed 
the following officers: President, Mrs. 
John I. Cole; vice-president, Mrs. 
Russel Crouse; recording secretary, 


Mrs. A. H. Knight; statistician, Mrs. © 


James Hoover; treasurer, Mrs. R. S. 
Sassaman. 

The 1942 convention will be held in 
Trinity Church, Hazleton. 


The Susquehanna Conference 


held its annual meeting in Zion Church, 
Sunbury, Pa., the Rev. Raymond D. 
Wood pastor. Harry Miller, D.D., pres- 
ident, presided, and Pastor Wood led 
the morning devotions on the subject, 
“Three Pictures of Power,” and the 
Rev. G. W. Foulke of Blain led the 
afternoon meditation on “Seeking the 
Answer.” 

The following officers were elected: 
President, the Rev. Walter Brown, 
Danville; vice-president, the Rev. O. E. 
Sunday, Montoursville; secretary, the 
Rev. R. E. Bingaman, Thompsontown; 
treasurer, Mr. C. R. Klepfer, Williams- 
port. 

The following were nominated as 
delegates to the convention of the 
United Lutheran Church next Octo- 
ber: Clerical—Walter Brown, Oscar 
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Feeman, W. R. Fitzgerald, Lester Shan- 
non, O. E. Sunday; alternates—A. L. 
Klepfer, Joseph Law, John I. Cole, Dr. 
A. W. Ahl and V. D. Naugle. Lay— 
Dan Smith, Jr., Dr. Martin W. Lisse, 
Dr. C. L. Millward, Samuel T. John- 
son, W. T. Decker; alternates—Dr. 
George E. Fisher, J. C. Maneval, L. E. 
Cox, Harley Sterner, and Hiram Bloom. 

Dr. M. R. Hamsher, president of the 
Central Pennsylvania Synod, and Dr. 
Joseph D. Krout, secretary of the 
synod, spoke concerning matters in 
their particular fields. Dr. Calvin P. 
Swank of Philadelphia, superintendent 
of missions, spoke of the home mission 
work, mentioning particularly the new 
fields being established in Westmont, 
Shickshinny and Wilkes-Barre. Dr. 
Roswell Barnes, associate secretary of 
the Federal Council of Churches, spoke 
of “Church and World Problems.” 

At the Brotherhood banquet held in 
Zion Church 350 pastors and laymen 
were present. Mr. Dan Smith, Jr., pres- 
ident of the synodical Brotherhood, was 
toastmaster, and the speaker was the 
Rev. J. Ray Houser, pastor of St. 
Mark’s, Williamsport. In speaking of 
“What a Pastor Expects of His Lay- 
men,” he stressed an awareness of the 
crisis the Church is confronting; to 
hold up the pastor’s hands; sincerity 
and regular attendance; and support 
of the work of the Church. 


A Good Solution 

The fifth annual Religious School of 
Christ Church, Lewisburg, Pa., the Rev. 
Vernon D. Naugle pastor, is in session 
from October to April. Classes are 
held for all age groups from Beginners 
to Adults. Interest has been growing 
in the school each year, and the aver- 
age attendance this year is nearly two 
hundred. This school seems to be a 
worthwhile solution to the problem of 
the Wednesday evening prayer meet- 
ing. 

The guest speaker at the second an- 
nual Reformation Service sponsored by 
the Lutheran Pastors’ Association of 
the Milton Area held in St. James 
Church, Turbotville, was Dr. William 
M. Rearick of Mifflinburg. He ably pre- 
sented the historical background of the 
Reformation together with the contri- 
butions it made to the world. The 
choirs of the Lutheran churches of the 
area combined to furnish special music 
under the direction of Mr. Robert 
Kleiser. Mrs. Fred Becher was organist. 


Paul Stahl, D.D., a member of the 
Illinois Synod and superintendent of 
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the Nachusa Orphanage for twenty 
years, is now living in Lewisburg, Pa. 
He is serving as supply pastor of Trin- 
ity Church, Milton, Pa. during the 
vacancy caused by the death of Pastor 
Robert I. Lippert. 


Mazeppa Centennial 

The Mazeppa Union Church marked 
its centennial with special services. The 
opening service was in charge of Dr. 
Paul Stahl, a ministerial son of the 
Lutheran congregation. The speaker 
on this occasion was Dr. B. Frank 
Bieber of Washington, D. C., formerly 
pastor of the Buffalo Parish, of which 
the Mazeppa Union Church is a part. 
The Rev. James Goss of Lewistown, 
also a former pastor, brought greet- 
ings. 

A feature of the service sponsored 
by the Reformed congregation was the 
singing by the first organized choir of 
the church. The members of this choir, 
as well as their accompanist, are all 
nearing fourscore years. The anniver- 
sary closed with a union communion 
service with the Rev. Lester Ehret, Re- 
formed pastor, and the Rev. Ernest 
Bottiger, Lutheran pastor, in charge. 

The original walls of the church still 
stand and house the church auditorium. 
Additions and improvements have been 
made from time to time, the latest in 
1940. Among the cherished possessions 
of the congregation are the chalice and 
paten of the original communion sery- 
ice. 


Gopher 1b tes 


By A. H. G. GsEvrRe 


Ir is December in Minnesota. But 
the day is more like a balmy spring 
day. The Golden Gophers have again 
made fame and their names are on 
many lips. Possibly the churches of 
Minnesota do not get the publicity of 
our boys on the gridiron, yet they have 
not lacked action. 

The Central Conference recently lost 
a fine pastor and his family when the 
Rev. Harlon M. Miller and his family 
moved to their new field in Portage, 
Wis. Pastor and Mrs. Miller did a great 
work in First Church, Cannon Falls. 
For more than ten years they labored 
in this fine little city, where they won 
the affection of all people, and where 
the fruits of that pastorate are evident. 
Many souls were added to the congre- 
gation and great improvements were 
made to the physical property of the 
parish, such as the building of an ad- 
dition to the church which served as a 
parish house; the remodeling of the in- 
terior and placing of art glass windows; 
and the remodeling of the church par- 
lors. A new heating system was placed 
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in the church; the parsonage was re- 
modeled and painted, and the congre- 
gation assumed self-support. Shortly 
before Pastor Miller and his family left, 
the pastors and wives of the neighbor- 
ing parishes held a farewell for them 
at the Cannon Falls parsonage. The 
Twin City Ministerial Association held 


_a farewell party for them at St. John’s 


Church, Lakeville. Here testimonials 
were extended by the writer, by Dr. 
J. H. Dressler and by Mrs. N. K. 
Feddersen. 


At Trinity Church, Lindstrom, Minn., 
a great achievement has been realized 
with the oversubscription of its re- 
maining indebtedness. While this cam- 
paign was in progress the congregation 
subscribed $627 to the Seminary Fund. 
Recently improvements to the church 
auditorium were made to the extent of 
$700. These included a mastic tile floor 
covering, a chancel rug, altar vases, 
missal stand, and antependia. The Rev. 
M. A. Haker is the pastor. 


Tribute to Professors 

The student body and the Alumni 
Association of the Northwestern Sem- 
inary are venturing upon a plan to 
memorialize the late Dr. H. B. Reed 
and the late Dr. G. H. Gerberding. 
Since Mr. August Klagstad of St. John’s 
Church, Minneapolis, has presented an 
oil painting of Dr. Joseph Stump, com- 
panion portraits will be made of the 
other two deceased professors. 


Of the five thousand copies of ‘The 
Story of the Northwest Synod” all but 
400 copies have been sold. 


An impressive service was held at 
St. John’s, Lakeville (served by the 
writer), on Advent Sunday. At The 
Service nineteen souls united with the 
parish. Of this number twelve were 
adults, two of these being received by 
adult baptism, three others by confir- 
mation. During the past year 52 souls 
have united with this parish, and dur- 
ing the eight and one-half years of the 
present pastorate, 232 souls have en- 
tered this congregation, through bap- 
tism, confirmation or otherwise. A 
score or more of these baptisms have 
been adults and every one has taken 
place publicly before the congregation. 


Mrs. L. H. Awes has recently taken 
over the duties as a full-time parish 
worker at St. John’s Church, Wash- 
burn Park, Minneapolis. Mrs. Awes is 
a former missionary of the Lutheran 
Free Church in Madagascar and is well 
known in the Central Conference 
through her activities in the Teacher 
Training Institutes. 


In Christ Church, Salem, S. D., a 
chancel rug and a communion kneeler 
have been presented by Mr. and Mrs. 
O. C. Syndergard and the Ladies’ Aid 


of the church. The Rev. George L. 
Holmquist is the pastor of this congre- 
gation. 


P. acific Synod Ase 


By Paut L. Kunzman 


At a recent meeting of the men of 
University Lutheran Church, Seattle, 
the Rev. L. H. Steinhoff pastor, the 
speaker of the evening was Mr. Wil- 
liam Schnellhart, an active member 
and supporter of the congregation. He 
held the attention of the men for forty- 
five minutes as he spoke of the plans 
and projects of the past and enumerated 
what should be done to insure the con- 
tinued prosperity of the congregation. 
The men resolved to inaugurate a plan 
for the steady reduction of the debt 
structure which began to function im- 
mediately. Mr. Schnellhart has been 
active in synodical affairs for two 
decades. 


We appreciate the fact that two 
United Lutheran chaplains are now 
stationed at Vancouver, Wash. The 
Rev. George H. Cooper is chaplain at 
Barnes General Hospital, which cares 
for the army personnel for the entire 
northwest and has accommodations for 
one thousand patients. He holds serv- 
ices in from four to six wards every 
Sunday morning and a service in the 
recreational hall from 9.00 to 10.00 
A. M. in addition. His work begins with 
reveille and scarcely closes with taps. 
The Rev. Erwin F. May was recently 
assigned to the 18th Engineers, sta- 
tioned at Vancouver Barracks. Both 
chaplains were recent guests at the 
Brotherhood meeting. 


The Rev. Karl W. Brockhaus, the 
new pastor at Zion Church, Medford, 
Ore., is on the field and will shortly 
be installed by F. S. Beistel, D.D., act- 
ing for the synodical president, the 
Rev. J. L. Sawyer. 


Mark Getzendanner, D.D., has ac- 
cepted the call to our American Lu- 
theran congregation at Salem, Ore., the 
capital city, and will be on the field by 
January 15. In the interim the congre- 
gation is to be cared for by F. S. 
Beistel, D.D., of Eugene, Ore. 


Brotherhood Convention 

The Brotherhood of the Pacific Synod 
held an enthusiastic convention in 
Trinity Church, Longview, the Rev. 
John Cauble pastor. The Rev. Edwin 
J. Johnson of Eugene, Ore., brought an 
inspiring message at the banquet and 
Pastor Cauble spoke with power at the 
Sunday morning service. There are at 
present six organizations affiliated with 
the synodical Brotherhood. Four broth- 
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erhoods are unaffiliated; three others 
are in process of organization and will 
doubtless unite for more effective work 
with the synodical group. 

Elections resulted as follows: Pres- 
ident, H. J. Roberson, Centralia, Wash.; 
secretary, William Schnellhart, Seattle; 
vice-president for the Northern Con- 
ference, A. W. Wiggers, Seattle; vice- 
president for the Southern Conference, 
Ralph Luedtke, Portland, Ore.; treas- 
urer, Ed. Blood, Longview, Wash. The 
men of our local Brotherhood have 
been deeply interested in the synodical 
organization and have _ contributed 
much to its furtherance. 


Word comes from Sitka, Alaska, that 
the concrete for their plant has been 
poured and that the building is under 
roof. They have been having difficul- 
ties with “priorities.” But Pastor Hugh 
Dowler solved them by going directly 
to the Governor of Alaska, who used 
his influence with Washington, D. C., 
to have the necessary materials re- 
leased. 


The Rev. H. W. Monesmith has re- 
signed as pastor of Trinity Church, 
Everett, Wash. The congregation is 
being supplied by the Rev. Walter I. 
Eck, secretary of synod. 


New Parish Education 
Building 

Wilmington, Del. St. Stephen’s 
Church, the Rev. E. Theodore Bach- 
mann acting pastor, celebrated Thanks- 
giving Day, November 27, by laying the 
cornerstone of its new parish educa- 
tion building. This building will be 
named the Frederick Memorial in 
memory of Mr. and Mrs. William Fred- 
erick of the DuPont Company, through 
whose generosity the major part of the 
undertaking was made possible. 

Among those participating in the 
service were Dr. Park W. Huntington, 
pastor of the congregation, now serving 
as army chaplain with the rank of 
Lieutenant-Colonel. The Rev. Earl S. 
Erb, secretary of education of the Min- 
isterium of Pennsylvania, represented 
the synod; the Rev. Frederick H. Eidam 
of Chester, Pa., brought greetings from 
the Philadelphia Conference; and Wil- 
liam E. Shellenger, president of the 
Wilmington City Council, spoke on’ 
behalf of the community. 

When completed the new building 
will be a two-story structure with com- 
plete facilities for the entire Sunday 
school, except the adult classes. Plans 
are under way to utilize the plant ona 
full-week basis. The total outlay, 
minus furnishings, will amount to ap- 
proximately $46,000, most of which is 
already in hand. 
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ANNIVERSARY SERVICES MARK YEARS OF PROGRESS 
Faithful Stewards Remember the Church 


St. Peter’s Church, Pine Grove, the 
Rev. John E. Youse pastor, marked its 
125th anniversary with appropriate 
services. The morning service featured 
the sermon by Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher, 
president of the Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania; the evening sermon was de- 
livered by the Rev. G. J. Martin, pres- 
ident of the Pottsville Conference. 

Speakers during the anniversary 
were the Rev. C. W. Eberwein of Port 
Carbon, the Rev. Ernest A. Weber of 
West Lawn, Pa., and the Rev. Luther 
B. Klick of Wind Gap. Sunday school 
classes taught by Mrs. John Becker 
and Miss Mary Keefer presented the 
church with a Gorham brass receiving 
bason and four offering plates. All 
services were marked by large attend- 
ances and offerings. Pastor Youse, un- 
der whose able leadership St. Peter’s 
is making remarkable progress, is the 
secretary-treasurer of the Pottsville 
Conference. 


Zion Church, Minersville, the Rev. 
C. G. Karsh pastor and the Rey. C. H. 
Karsch assistant pastor, recently 
marked its centennial with special 
services. The church was redecorated 
for the occasion, the chancel window 
walled up and replaced with a fine 
altar painting of “The Resurrection”; 
new lights, a lighting plant, and an 
amplifying system were installed. These 
improvements, which cost approxi- 
mately $3,000, were paid for at the 
time of dedication. Otto Bauer of 
Philadelphia was the decorator. 

At the morning service Emil W. 
Weber, D.D., pastor of Trinity Church, 
Pottsville, preached the sermon. E. H. 
Smoll, D.D., of Schuylkill Haven, 
preached in the evening. At services 
during the week the speakers were 
J. O. Henry, D.D., superintendent of 
the Topton Home, and the Rey. Gilbert 
J. Martin, president of the Pottsville 
Conference. A congregational banquet 
was attended by more than 300 mem- 
bers and friends of the church. 


St. Paul’s, Middleport, recently ded- 
icated new lights, carpet, and altar fur- 
nishings. The Rev. C. W. Eberwein, 
beloved pastor of the Port Carbon- 
Middleport-Llewellyn Parish, had re- 
covered sufficiently from a recent 
operation to be present. The Rev. G. J. 
Martin, president of the conference, 
preached the sermon. 


Legacies to Congregations 


Salem Church, Line Mountain Parish, 
the Rev. Fred S. Blank pastor, ded- 
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icated a new Moller pipe organ and 
other improvements. James M. Knorr, 
a member of the parish, left Salem an 
estate of $2,800, half of the sum to 
apply on the payment of the organ, and 
half to be used as endowment. Toward 
the improvements $1,350 was pledged 
on the day of dedication, leaving an in- 
debtedness of only $200. St. John’s of 
this parish will have a dedication to 
report in the near future. Fine work, 
Pastor Blank! 


Mount Zion, Zion’s Grove, the Rev. 
A. E. Grove, Jr., reports a bequest of 
$5,000 left as an endowment fund by 
Miss Amanda Breisch. Thirty-nine 
young people are receiving confirma- 
tion instruction in three of the congre- 
gations of this parish: Emanuel, 
Nuremberg; Mt. Zion, Zion’s Grove; St. 
Peter’s, Sheppton. 


Friedens Congregation of the Hegins 
Parish, the Rev. Charles E. Brodell 
pastor, featured a presentation service 
November 23, when Christian and 
American flags with standards and em- 
blems were given to the congregation. 
Miss Hilda Kaercher, missionary to 
India, spoke at the Thankoffering 
Service of the Women’s Missionary 
Society of St. John’s (Kimmel’s) 
Church of this parish. 


St. Paul’s, Tower City, the Rev. I. F. 
Frankenfield pastor, notes that the 
Women’s Missionary Society held its 
annual Thankoffering Service Sunday 
evening, November 16. The service was 
a real inspiration, and the offering was 
a fifty per cent increase. 


St. John’s, Auburn, the Rev. Gilbert 
J. Martin pastor, is refurnishing the 
basement of the church for the use of 
its children. Folding tables have been 
installed and Children of the Church 
hymnals purchased. The fine children’s 
service was in the 
hands of the chil- 
dren_ themselves, 
and a crowded 
church greeted the 
young participants. 


Zion Church, 
Minersville, Pa., 
since it was 
renovated 
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In this congregation delinquent 
members are being visited over a 
period of seven weeks, and the “cru- 
sade” will be climaxed with Com- 
munion. With a membership of 220, 
morning and evening services at St. 
John’s on November 16 were attended 
by more than 300 persons. The Thank- 
offering Service was held November 
30, at which time Mrs. J. O. Henry, 
wife of the superintendent of the Top- 
ton Home, brought children from the 
Home to the celebration. December 6 
the Sunday school Christmas party was 
held. 


Personal 

E. H. Smoll, D.D., pastor emeritus 
of Christ Church, Schuylkill Haven, 
celebrated the fifty-fifth anniversary of 
his coming to Schuylkill Haven No- 
vember 9. Pastor Smoll preached the 
sermon at this service, and was pre- 
sented with a basket of flowers by the 
congregation which he served for 51 
years. 


The Rev. Alfred L. Long was in- 
stalled as pastor of the Quakake Par- 
ish November 9 in Christ Church, Rush 
Township, Barnesville, Pa. The Rev. 
Gilbert J. Martin, president of the con- 
ference, officiated. 


Twenty pastors of the conference 
attended the Pre-Advent Retreat in 
Trinity Church, Pottsville, E. W. 
Weber, D.D., pastor, November 17. A 
worship service with Holy Communion, 
with the Rev. C. E. Huegel of Orwigs- 
burg officiating, opened the sessions. 
The Rev. John E. Youse of Pine Grove 
preached on “Mankind’s Oldest Ques- 
tion: ‘Art Thou He That Should 
Come?’” The Rev. Alfred Long of 
Quakake delivered the Rev. John 
Brokoff’s report on the book, “Min- 
istering to the Sick.” C. K. Lippard, 
D.D., of Philadelphia, addressed the 
group on “The Centennial Effort.” At 
the afternoon session the Rev. M. L. 
Shelly of New Ringgold read the Rev. 
Maynard C. Hallock’s report on the 
ordination sermon, “The Pearl of Great 
Price,” by Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher, pres- 
ident of the Ministerium. 
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Chattanooga Mission to 


Become Self-supporting 


Tue Lutheran Church of the Ascen- 
sion, Chattanooga, Tenn., is a practical 
demonstration of the great truth that 
Christians have bonds stronger than 
nationality, religious background, and 
sectionalism. This congregation, after 
twenty-eight years as a mission con- 
gregation, will become a self-support- 
ing congregation January 1, 1942. 

The parish is made up of people from 
twenty-seven states and eleven foreign 
countries. In addition to the geographi- 
cal backgrounds, there is the religious 
background — Catholic, Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Episcopal, Baptist, Evan- 
gelical-Reformed, Church of Christ, 
Disciples of Christ, plus Lutherans from 
the Augustana, Missouri, Norwegian, 
Suomi Synods, and various territorial 
synods of the United Lutheran Church 
in America. 

Located in the heart of the down- 
town district of a city of about 130,000 
population, this congregation ministers 
over an area of approximately 35 square 
miles among 190,000 people. The con- 
gregation’s nearest U. L. C. A. neigh- 
bor is 120 miles distant, and it is more 
than 400 miles from the heart of the 
work of the Synod of Virginia. 

The congregation has persistently 
promoted the official work of the whole 
Church and of its institutions. It has a 
valuable property, practically out of 
debt; and is acquiring a comfortable 
parsonage. 

Consistently the congregation has met 
in full or in excess its apportioned 
benevolences, and has responded to 
every general appeal of the Church, 
and has taken its full share of respon- 
sibility toward the institutions of 
mercy. For a number of years the 
congregation has met its needs with- 
out employing commercial methods. 

Four hundred fifty-two adult mem- 
bers have been received by baptism, 
confirmation, and transfer of member- 
ship, most of them by adult catechiza- 
tion; and 118 children by infant bap- 
tism, making a total of 570 souls. But 
the great factor of transiency has reg- 
ularly leveled the gains, so that the 
present membership is 266 baptized 
members, 219 confirmed, 169 com- 
muning. 

A weekday church school is con- 
ducted by the congregation, utilizing a 
group of teachers different from Sun- 
day and vacation church school staffs, 
and drawing its own pupils from fifteen 
schools in the city and county, mostly 
by means of transportation provided 
by members and friends of the congre- 
gation. 

The pastor is the Rev. H. A. Mc- 
Cullough, Jr., who has served in this 
parish since his ordination in 1932. 
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YOUTH RALLY ATTRACTS 270 YOUNG PEOPLE AT DOVER, OHIO 


Grace Church, Dover, Ohio, recently witnessed one of the largest youth 
gatherings ever held by a congregation in the Synod of Ohio. Two hundred 
seventy young people, most of whom had been confirmed during the twenty-year 
pastorate of the Rev. Paul F. Ebert, assembled in the banquet room of the parish 
hall for a dinner and an evening of inspirational fellowship, the total expense of 
which was contributed by friends of these young people. 

Pastor Ebert had planned a program of interest. Special vocal and instru- 
mental music was featured. The address was delivered by the Rev. Joseph 
Frease, director of Religious Education and Young People’s Work in the Synod 
of Ohio. He called upon youth to seek their wisdom from Christ in these troubled 
times. Greetings were brought by Mr. Adrian Lebold, president of the congrega- 
tion; Miss Faye Kughler, treasurer of the Luther League of Ohio; and the Rev. 
Walden Holl, pastor of Emmanuel Lutheran Church, New Philadelphia. 


Thirty-five Years Old 


Waterloo, Wis. St, Paul’s Church 
observed its thirty-fifth anniversary 
November 9. Dr. Paul E. Huffman, 
professor at Northwestern Theological 
Seminary, Minneapolis, preached the 
sermon and the Rev. Frank O. 
Broesicke, pastor of St. Paul’s for the 
last thirteen years, conducted the serv- 
ice. 

St. Paul’s Church and its auxiliaries 
were organized in the summer of 1906, 
one of the first nine English Lutheran 
congregations in Wisconsin. A group 
of fifteen unchurched Lutherans who 
felt the need of English services 
formed the nucleus of the congregation. 
The formal organization was completed 
in August 1906. 

The first pastor was the Rev. A. C. 
Petersen of Madison who served three 
years and supervised the erection of the 
first edifice, an attractive white brick 
building, which was ‘dedicated in Jan- 
uary 1909. The first place of worship 
was the City Hall, which was secured 
for $2.00 per Sunday. 

Pastors who served the congregation 
are the Revs. A. C. Petersen, C. P. 
Weiskotten, E. T. Finck, J. M. Ramsey, 
C. A. Kipps, and Frank O. Broesicke, 
since 1928. 

The present church, enlarged and 
complete in appointments, was erected 
in 1930 and is almost free of indebted- 
ness. It is equipped with a pipe organ 
purchased by the Women’s Missionary 
Society. 

Of the 41 original charter members, 
only 10 are still affiliated with the con- 
gregation; 732 members have been re- 


ceived into the congregation, 253 of 
whom affiliated with the congregation 
during the present pastorate; 350 were 
received by confirmation and 303 by 
baptism. 

The ordination of Victor R. Archie, 
a graduate of the University of Wis- 
consin and of Northwestern Seminary, 
took place in this church November 16. 


Ninety-five Years Old 


St. John’s Church, Ancram, N. Y., 
launched its ninety-fifth anniversary 
observance with the dedication of two 
memorial chancel windows and a new 
pulpit. 

During the pastorate of the Rev. W. 
Alfred Wietz, the chancel has been re- 
modeled, new hymnals purchased, altar 
paraments and an altar cross given as 
memorials, and the choir vested. The 
Intermediate Luther League supplied 
curtains and a heating unit in the par- 
ish house. Kitchen equipment has been 
improved by the congregation. During 
the past year the entire property has 
been renovated. 

Ancram was a preaching point for 
Lutheran pastors—notably John Chris- 
topher Hartwick—a century prior to 
the founding of the present congrega- 
tion. Records show baptisms and com- 
munion administered in 1846. 

At the Thanksgiving Service descen- 
dants of the charter members and con- 
tributors to the early project were 
guests of honor. 

St. John’s is now the only church in 
the township of Ancram that maintains 
a resident pastor. 
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Christmas Joy 
By Karen Elba 


THERE’S magic in this quiet night 
Of softly falling snow, 

That drops in rhythmic counterpart, 
Amid the lamplight glow. 


Then suddenly there comes the song 
Of “Peace, goodwill,” again; 

And cypress etched against the sky, 
Takes up the glad refrain. 


“A Child is born! A Son is given!” 
Look up, O world and sing. 

Come to the stall at Bethlehem, 
And there behold your King! 


Draw near and see His starlit eyes, 
Hear carols in His voice, 

Kneel in the gleam of Holy Light, 
And let your heart rejoice 


That God has sent His Son to earth, 
To free us from all sin. 

Ring out, sweet bells of Christmas, 
Our Saviour enters in! 


Congregations 


Arcadia, Ohio. Trinity Church has 
made singular progress in the current 
year. There has been a 15 per cent in- 
crease in the confirmed membership 
with splendid prospects for additional 
accessions. Early in the year a new 
Sunday school constitution was adopted, 
new enrollment records installed, 
weekly Sunday school offering en- 
velopes introduced, and other stand- 
ards of the Parish and Church School 
Board have been met. The congrega- 
tion has no indebtedness despite the 
installation of a new heating plant and 
the purchase of Common Service 
Books. Sufficient pledges are now at 
hand to underwrite the church budget 
for 1942. A new electric pump is being 
installed in the church basement and 
other improvements are planned for 
next year. The congregation celebrated 
the ninety-fifth anniversary of its or- 
ganization in August. Since March 1936 
Trinity Church has been served by the 
Rev. W. Refus Rings, who is pastor of 
the North Baltimore-Arcadia Parish. 


St. Paul’s, Ardmore, was the scene of 
a joyous anniversary party held in the 
parish rooms of the church December 
5 to celebrate the completion of twenty 
years of devoted service by the Rev. 
Dr. Albert C. Kanzinger. More than 
two hundred sat down to the dinner 
served by the ladies of the church. The 
president of the church council, Mr. 
Luther C. Parsons, a descendant of a 
family connected continuously with St. 
Paul’s since its founding in 1765, pre- 
sided, and presented with gracious 


words a valuable gold wrist watch to 
the pastor and a lovely amethyst ring 
to Mrs. Kanzinger as an expression of 
the congregation’s love and apprecia- 
tion. A delightful entertainment was 
offered by the young people of the con- 
gregation. St. Paul’s has taken on new 
and vigorous life in its new edifice, 
which was dedicated June 8, 1941. 


Asheboro, N. C. The third anniver- 
sary of St. John’s Church was ob- 
served November 2 with special serv- 
ices, Lt.-Col. Charles D. Trexler, chap- 
lain for the 101st Cavalry, preached 
the sermon. The service marked the 
first anniversary of the congregation in 
the church. New members were re- 
ceived by baptism, letters of transfer, 
and profession of faith.. An infant bap- 
tismal service was also held. 

New officers of the church council 
were elected. Reports were made by 
the presidents of the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society, the Brotherhood, the 
Luther League, the Sunday school su- 
perintendent, the church treasurer, and 
the pastor. Twenty-three members 
were added to the church during the 
past year. The Sunday school enroll- 
ment increased from thirty-four to 
seventy. 

Dr. J. L. Morgan, president of the 
United Synod of North Carolina, and 
the Rev. B. J. Wessinger assisted Pas- 
tor Roscoe B. Fisher and members of 
the congregation in the ground-break- 
ing service for the parsonage Novem- 
ber 27. Mrs. A. E. Bernheim, a mem- 
ber of the congregation who is ninety- 
five years old, was present and also 
broke ground. 


Charleroi, Pa. The Rev. Meade A. 
Rugh has completed six years as pas- 
tor of Christ Church. In this time the 
junior church service was instituted 
and has proved exceptionally success- 
ful. A two-year course of confirmation 
instruction has been inaugurated. 

The fortieth anniversary of the con- 
gregation was observed last Septem- 
ber. As a part of the celebration, a 
fund of $1,200 was gathered for neces- 
sary repairs to the church and parson- 
age, and a beginning has been made 
on the reduction of the church debt. 
A decided improvement in the pay- 
ment on apportionment has been made, 
and the membership has been steadily 
increasing. 

Religious education on released time 
from the senior high school was intro- 
duced for this school year. Pastor Rugh 
is general chairman for all churches. 
There has been fullest co-operation on 
the part of Protestants and Catholics. 
In this school the course being pre- 
sented is “The Life of Christ.” 


Charleston, W. Va. St. Thomas con- 
gregation, under the pastoral care of 
the Rev. John H. Fray, continues to 
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make progress in Sunday school and 
church services. The church has been 
renovated, the grounds beautified, and 
an altar cross and communion service 
were presented to the church and con- 
secrated. The apportionment is paid in 
full to date, and all current bills paid. 


East Potter, N. Y. November 30 the 
Rev. Rudolph Ludwig laid the corner- 
stone for an addition at the rear of St. 
John’s Church. The stone was the gift 
of Mr. Chris Jensen, a member of St. 
Paul’s Danish Lutheran Church in Pen 
Yann, N. Y. 

The addition to St. John’s will con- 
tain a basement auditorium for Sun- 
day school and fellowship purposes, a 
kitchen, and furnace room. On the main 
floor there will be a new sacristy and 
primary room. Construction work has 
been an offering of voluntary labor by 
men of the congregation. A new coal 
furnace has been offered by a generous 
donor. 

The service for the laying of the cor- 
nerstone in this little rural church was 
well attended. Pastors participating 
were the Rev. Eugene Stowell, pres- 
ident of the Western Conference of the 
United Synod of New York, who de- 
livered the dedicatory address; the 
Rev. N. T. Nesgaard, and the Rev. 
Leopold Bernhard. 

The new building project is a cen- 
tennial goal of this congregation. 


Hamlet, N. C. A new Lutheran con- 
gregation has been organized in eastern 
North Carolina—St. Paul’s Church, 
Hamlet. The organization took place 
Sunday afternoon, December 14, at the 
First Presbyterian Church. The char- 
ter membership is composed of fifty- 
two persons from the Rockingham, 
Bennettsville, and Hamlet area, which 
this congregation will serve. 

The service was conducted by the 
Rev. Claude V. Deal of Gastonia, and 
the sermon was delivered by Jacob L. 
Morgan, D.D., of Salisbury, president 
of the United Synod of North Carolina. 
The Rev. Frank K. Efird of Monroe, 
N. C., under whose leadership the con- 
gregation was organized, presided. 


Honesdale, Pa. The largest thank- 
offering ever received in St. John’s 
Church was forthcoming at the special 
service arranged by the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society November 9. Sisters 
Grace Lauer and Florence Guinther 
showed pictures of the Philadelphia 
Motherhouse, Lankenau Hospital and 
the Lankenau School for Girls. 

December 10 the missionary society 
held an India Centennial meeting, with 
a program led by Dr. Nellie Cassell 
Heisley (formerly of India and now a 
member of the Honesdale congrega- 
tion), and Miss Mabel Meyer of the 
India staff. The society’s quota for the 
centennial fund was overpaid. 
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If You're Going to the Movies 
CONSULT THESE ESTIMATES OF CURRENT FEATURE FILMS 


Films marked M may appeal to Mature Audience. 

Films marked Y may appeal to Young People. 

Films marked C may appeal to Children. 

+ Means Outstanding for Mature Audience. 

Prepared by Independent Filmscores, a private reviewing service 


Kansas Cyclone 


(Rep.) 
Don “Red” Barry 


Western. Wells-Fargo in- 
spector rides in to solve 
mystery of ore-wagon 


Riding, shooting, the winning of the 
lovely sister of the sheriffi—all in the 
best western routine tradition. Yi 


thefts and the sheriff’s sud- 


den access of wealth. 


Private Nurse Drama. 
(Fox) young, 


Brenda Joyce 
vorced parents. 


Two nurses, one A loosely-strung story, with many 
the other old, 
straighten things out for 
young patient and her di- 


unnecessary elements spinning the 
film in tedious length. Gangster ele- 
ment unpalatable. Amateurishly pre- 
sented, trivial. 


The Maltese Falcon Melodrama, with detective 
pursuing secrets of inter- film, 


(War.) € 
Mary Astor national plotters searching 
H. Bogart for fabulously valuable 


S. Greenstreet statuette. 


Peter Lorre 


Direction is superior for this sort of 
admirably _ producing mystery 
and suspense. Personal elements serve 
rather to detract, but for the most part 
this is, of its kind, excellent. M 


Mercy Island 
(Rep.) 
Gloria Dickson 
Otto Krueger 

ida 


Melodrama. Neurotic law- 
yer makes things miserable 
for fellow members of fish- 
ing party stranded on Flor- 
i key and for wrongly 


Possibilities here for effective char- 
acterization, but they are not realized, 
film becoming just. another melo- 
drama, rather awkwardly worked out. 
Routine. M 


accused doctor hiding ‘there. 


+Target for Tonight Documentary, detailing An excellent example of a really ef- 


War. release of steps t 


R. A. F. film) 


aken in one actual 
raid by KR. A. F. on. rail 
center in Germany, from 


fective documentary film, objective, 
inclusive, unemotional. Informative, 
vivid. M, Y 


first plans to final flight by. 


one squadron. 


U.S. A. at War 


(The March of nature, with new newsreel 
Time, distributed shots on present-day hap- 
by R. K. O.) penings incorporated with 


old newsreels recounting 
events in World War I. 


Documentary, summary in 


| 


Stressing constancy of American need 
to “preserve freedom,” this makes use 
of portions prepared for The Ramparts 
We Watch. Little more unity than 
average newsreel, but old shots make 
it interesting. Diy 


BEST CURRENT FILMS 


For Family: Fantasia, The Great Commandment, The Great Dictator, Harmon 
of Michigan, It Started With Eve, Men of Boys’ Town, The Reluctant Dragon, 


Thanks a Million. 


For Mature Audience: All That Money Can Buy, Blossoms in the Dust, Citizen 
Kane, Here Comes Mr. Jordan, Hold Back the Dawn, How Green Was My Valley, 
Ku Kan, Ladies in Retirement, The Little Foxes, Major Barbara, Meet John Doe, 
One Foot in Heaven, Sergeant York, The Stars Look Down, Suspicion. 


Lakeland, Fla. Grace Church re- 
joices over the improvements to the 
church—painting, redecoration of the 
auditorium, a new carpet and installa- 
tion of a new lighting system. Best of 
all, the funds were in hand to pay for 
the work when completed. Uninter- 
rupted services were held in the parish 
house while the church was in the 
hands of the workmen. 


Middletown, N. Y. St. John’s Church 
has been granted a fifteen-minute radio 
program every Tuesday morning be- 
ginning at 9.05 on Station WGNY with 
studios at Newburg and Middletown. 
The Rev. W. John Villaume, pastor of 
this congregation for less than a year, 


will have charge of these morning de- 
votions. 

Sunday evening, December 14, the 
Federation of Churches of this city in- 
augurated a community Christmas 
service around the city’s tree. Sunday 
school and church members from the 
fourteen congregations, including two 
Roman Catholic, assembled at their 
respective churches at the call of the 
church .bells, which were rung at 7.00 
and again fifteen minutes later, when 
the people marched from their churches 
to converge in the center of the city 
for the service. The Lutheran pastor 
gave the Christmas message. 

The attendance in this Lutheran 
church has doubled in the past nine 
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A GIFT CATALOG 


for all year-round 


GIFTS OF ENDURING VALUE— 
CATALOG No. 76 


This special catalog, No. 76, 
“Gifts of Enduring Value,” has 
been prepared and issued to all 
subscribers to THE LUTHERAN, 
as well as many other lay mem- 
bers of our church, in order to 
supply them with information as 
to a source of gifts which express 
a vital Christian spirit. Such gifts 
bring with them a spiritual value 
that will last long after the ma- 
terial article has vanished. 


This is our first attempt to 
furnish such an all-year-round 
catalog to other than our general 
advertising mailing list. 


Gifts for all seasons and occa- 
sions are listed in Catalog No. 
76. For that reason we suggest 
that it be kept handy for constant 
reference as such occasions arise. 
Remember—this is a family cata- 
log, for the use of members of 
YOUR home circle. Copies will 
be supplied to any family as long 
as our supply lasts. Better send 
for one soon, if you don’t already 
have a copy. 


Use This Coupon 


GENTLEMEN: Please send me a copy 
of your Catalog No. 76, “Gifts of En- 
during Value.” 


SEND TO: Dept. HCL-31 
THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 


13th and Spruce Streets, Philadelphia 
Chicago Columbia Pittsburgh 
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Large Congregation in Small Synod 


Goes Oe the Top 


WITH EIGHT PER CENT OF THE CONFIRMED MEMBERS 
SUBSCRIBING FOR THE LUTHERAN 


Memorial Lutheran Church, Louisville, Ky. 
Rev. ALFRED G. BELLES, Pastor 


sends fifty-seven NEW subscriptions and three RENEWALS. The efficient Luther 
League of this congregation conducted a businesslike canvass and received $28.80 


in earned commissions. 


The neat manner in which this report reached Tue 


LUTHERAN proves the character of this organization. 


St. John’s, Timberville, Va. 
REV. S. W. BERRY, Pastor 


DOUBLES ITS QUOTA 


With seventy-six members the congre- 
gation reports TEN new subscriptions se- 
cured by the Ladies’ Aid Society. The 
society writes: “It has been a great priv- 
ilege to serve the church through this can- 
vass. We are sure the church will be 
greatly benefited through this splendid 
paper. May we be of service to you in the 
future?” 

Thirty-three additional congregations 
have signed up for a canvass as follows: 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA SYNOD 
Biglerville 

St. Paul, H. W. Sternat 
Johnstown 

First, George W. Nicely, D.D. 
Union Deposit 

St. John, Ralph H. Casner 


FLORIDA SYNOD 
Tampa 
St. Paul, Robert E. Van Deusen 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA SYNOD 
Savannah, Ga. 
Reformation, J. N. Slice 


ILLINOIS SYNOD 
Park Ridge 

St. Luke, Walter D. Spangler 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Mizpah, George H. Volkmar 


INDIANA SYNCD 
Middletown 

First, Virgil L. Yohe 
Indianapolis 

New Mission, Henry Scherer 


KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE SYNOD 
Melbourne 
St. John, Olan W. Aughbaugh 


MICHIGAN SYNOD 
Detroit 
Resurrection, Robert R. Sala 


MINISTERIUM OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Audenried 
Salem, Walter H. Guigley 


Lenhartsville 
Zion, John L. Reiner 


NEW YORK SYNOD 
Bellmore 

St. John, William H. Niebanck 
Brooklyn 

Zion, Fredrik P. Nissen 
Woodhaven 

St. Luke, Erwin R. Jaxheimer 


NORTH CAROLINA SYNOD 
Hildebran 

Mt. Hebron, J. Wilford Lyerly 
Troutman 

Holy Trinity, Edward Fulenwider, D.D. 


NORTHWEST SYNOD 
Montevideo, Minn. 

Mt. Olive, Earl W. Fagerlin 
Great Falls, Mont. 

St. John, Goodwin T. Olson 
Lakeville, Minn. 

St. John, A. H. G. Gjevre 


OHIO SYNOD 
London 
St. John, Andrew Schilling 
Adamsville 
New Hope 
Good Hope 
Zion 
Springfield 
Fifth, John M. Recher 
Lafayette 
Zion, Myrton A, Packer 
East Cleveland 
Calvary, John W. Grohne 
Leetonia 
St. Paul, T. P. Laughner 


PACIFIC SYNOD 
Portland, Ore. 
St. Mark, Theo. A. Schoenberg 


PITTSBURGH SYNOD 
Ellwood City, Pa. 
St. Paul, Ludwig Beisecker 


TEXAS SYNOD 
Dallas 
First, William J. Hoebel 


VIRGINIA SYNOD 
Norfolk 
First, L. W. Strickler, D.D. 


K. J. Bishop 


months and the communicant mem- 
bership has increased 27 per cent. The 
Sunday school is the largest in the 
congregation’s history, which dates 
from 1898, and its weekday school, 
conducted on released time from the 
public schools, is the only Protestant 


school in the city. The benevolence 
from the congregation will come the 


closest in its history to reaching its: 


quota. 


Dayton, Ohio. St. John’s Church, the 
Rev. Carl Driscoll pastor, celebrated 
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their seventy-seventh anniversary De- 
cember 14. 

On December 18, 1864, Pastor Steck 
conducted the first service for this con- 
gregation in old Houston Hall. Through 
years of struggle and sometimes near 
defeat, the congregation has grown to 
a position of leadership in the city and 
in the Ohio Synod. Their interest and 
support of the work of the whole 
Church have caused this congregation’s 
influence to spread far and wide. 

On November 30 six candelabra for 
the aisles of the church were dedicated. 
They were the gift of Mary Foust. 


Orville, Ohio. Augsburg Church re- 
cently dedicated 100 new Common 
Service Books, gifts of members as 
“presentations” and “memorials.” The 
same day the remodeled basement of 
the church was dedicated as a “Chil- 
dren’s Church.” The altar was de- 
signed by the pastor, the Rev. James 
L. Keyser, and was made by two mem- 
bers of the congregation. All of the 
other labor was donated. 

During the past year the congrega- 
tion has noted with genuine Christian 
joy increased attendances and the re- 
turn to a stable financial condition; 
benevolence contributions are far in 
excess of those of any year in the re- 
cent history of the congregation. 

It was with regret that the resigna- 
tion of the pastor was accepted. Jan- 
uary 1, 1942, he will become chaplain 
of the Boys’ Industrial School at Lan- 
caster, Ohio, an institution for the re- 
habilitation of delinquent juveniles. 


Ringtown-Brandonville, Pa. St. John’s 
Church marked the fifth anniversary of 
the ordination and installation of the 
Rev. W. Robert Miller as.pastor. 

At the services special sections of 
pews were reserved for the guests of 
honor: the 128 young people confirmed, 
the 31 couples married, the 68 adult 
members received, and (accompanied 
by their parents) the 105 children bap- 
tized in the pastorate. 

In the Ringtown service special music 
was provided by the 52 voices of the 
Junior and the Young People’s Choirs. 
The pastor preached on the theme: 
“An Unchanging Message for a Chang- 
ing World.” A group of new members 
was received into the fellowship of the 
congregation. Eugene Dresher, secre- 
tary of the church council, read a let- 
ter of greeting from the Rev. Gilbert 
J. Martin, president of the Pottsville 
Conference. 

Highlights of the reports were the 
increase in communing membership 
from 300 in 1936 to 426 in 1940, and re- 
duction of $9,548 in the church debt. 

In the Brandonville service reports 
indicated that the communing mem- 
bership had more than doubled, rising 
from 37 in 1936 to 76 in 1940. Physical 
improvements included a piano, en- 
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larged and curtained choir loft, altar, 
dossal, cross, missal stand, candelabra, 
offering plates, hymn board, flower 
stands, Christian and American flags 
with standards and emblems, pulpit 
desk with reading light, Common Sery- 
ice Books, and the painting of wood- 
work and pews. 

Splendid congregations enjoyed the 
time of celebration and reunion. 


Timberville, Va. Rader congregation 
spent $4,500 to rebuild their church. A 
year ago they owed $900; but in Octo- 
ber this debt was paid in full with a 
balance in the treasury. Pastor S. 
Wallace Berry and his congregation are 
to be congratulated on this achieve- 
ment. 


Union, N. J. Christ Church recently 
concluded the celebration of the fif- 
teenth anniversary of its organization. 
At the morning service November 23 
the pastor, the Rev. Paul E. Henry, 
preached the sermon, and new mem- 
bers were received. 

At the reunion service in the after- 
noon the charter members and mem- 
bers of all former confirmation classes 
were guests of honor. The Rev. J. 
Henry Meyer, president of the New 
Jersey Conference of the United Synod 
of New York, was the main speaker. 

Wednesday evening the Women’s 
Guild sponsored a banquet for the 
members and friends. Former Pastors 
S. H. Rudisill and W. F. Behrens, Jr., 
and their wives were present and 
brought greetings. Communications 
were read from other former pastors. 
The guest speaker was the Rev. Fred- 
erick W. Druckenmiller, dean of the 
local pastors. Later in the week the 
Men’s Club sponsored a Jubilee Night. 

The anniversary closed November 30 
with a Communion Service. The ser- 
mon was preached by Dr. Arthur M. 
Knudsen of Chicago, divisional secre- 
tary of the Board of American Mis- 
sions. 

Christ congregation was started the 
summer of 1926 by the Rev. S. H. Rudi- 
sill. Mr. Henry took charge in 1939 
and began work here as the first full- 
time pastor. 


OBITUARY 


Mrs. William F. Bond 


Katie Eva Bond, beloved wife of the Rev. Dr. 
William F. Bond, pastor of the Bowers-Long- 
swamp Parish, Ber County, Pa., passed into 
eternal life, November 18, after a short illness. 

Mrs. Bond was born in Tower City, Pa., a 
daughter of the late Philip and Sarah Ann 
(Krumbine) Krebs. 

She lived in Berks County for thirty-seven 

ears. During these many years she proved a 
aithful helpmate to Dr. Bond, who celebrated 
his fiftieth anniversary in the gospel ministry 
this year. 

Mrs. Bond served her family well as a fine 
Christian mother, and was always loyal to her 
Master and His church. She had a wide circle 
of, friends, and was held in high and loving 
esteem by the congregations served by her hus- 
band, and by the entire community. 

She was a member of Longswamp Union 
Church, and at the time of her death was a 
member of the Aid Society, superintendent of 


the Home Department of the Sunday school, as 
well as a teacher, and sponsored the organiza- 
tion of the Young Women’s Missionary Society. 

Her children and others will long cherish 
fond memories of her unselfish life as she lived 
it in her home. 

In addition to her husband she is survived 
by the following children: Ira C. R. Guldin, 
Kutztown; Jeannette A. Snyder, wife of Paul 
A. Musselman, Cranford, N. J.; Ivan J. Snyder, 
Philadelphia; Ruth I. Bond, wife of the Rev. 
Russell F. Steininger, Ph.D., Monessen, and 
Catherine E. Bond, wife of Theodore W. 
Breisch, Reading; Paul W. Bond, Sr., Topton; 
Mary A. Bond, wife of Frank A. Deisher, Fleet- 
wood; Anna E. Bond, wife of Samuel Welsh, 
Coplay, and John A. Bond, West Leesport. 

There also survive thirty-four grandchildren, 
seven great-grandchildren, and two_ sisters, 
Mrs. Charles Stover and Sybilla Krebs, Reading. 

Funeral services were conducted from her 
late residence at Shamrock November 21, and 
in Longswamp Union Church. 

Dr. J. O. Henry, superintendent of the Lu- 
theran Home at Topton, and the Rev. William 
H. Kline of the Topton Parish officiated. 

The body rests in Longswamp Cemetery, 
where Dr. Henry conducted the burial service. 

Ira C. R. Guldin. 


James Oliver Leibensperger, D.D. 


died at his home in Bethlehem, Pa., November 
4. He was born in Longswamp Township, Berks 
County, Pa., March 26, 1862, the son of Stephen 
and Hannah Susannah (Deisher) Leibensperger. 

He received his early education in the local 
schools and at the Keystone Normal School at 
Kutztown. He was graduated from Muhlenberg 
College, Allentown, with the degree of A.B. in 
1884, and from the Lutheran Theological Sem- 
inary at Philadelphia in 1887. 

He was ordained the same year and accepted 
a call to become pastor of Zion Church, Girard- 
ville, Pa. This congregation he served for two 
years and then became pastor of the Lincoln 
Parish in Lancaster County. After a two-year 
pastorate he was called to St. Peter’s, Beth- 
lehem, Pa. This congregation he served faith- 
fully until his retirement from the active pas- 
torate in 1937, while still in good health. A 
year after his retirement, however, he suffered 
a stroke and was in poor health until the time 
of his death. 

One of the visible monuments to Dr. Leiben- 
sperger’s long and faithful ministry is St. 
Peter's Church, Bethlehem. This was rebuilt 
and enlarged in 1916, and the indebtedness was 
steadily reduced, so that by the end of his pas- 
torate it amounted to only $4,000. He also 
doubled the size of the congregation. 

Dr. Leibensperger was one of the first men 
to be elected to the board of trustees of Muh- 
lenberg College after alumni were granted of- 
ficial representation on the board. He was a 
staunch friend and supporter of his Alma Mater 
through the thirty-six years of his ministry in 
the Lehigh Valley. He gave generously of his 
own means and sought other friends for the 
institution. He was active in the religious and 
civic life of Bethlehem, both as a pastor and as 
president of the Bethlehem Lutheran Pastoral 
Association. 

Dr. Leibensperger is survived by his wife, 
Fianna Miller of Topton, Pa., whom he married 
in 1887; a sister, Mrs. Alice Heilman of Kutz- 
town, Pa., and two brothers, Stephen S. Leiben- 
sperger of Kutztown and the Rev. Ambrose W. 
Leibensperger of Ephrata, Pa. 


Mrs. Arthur G. Marcell 


Suddenly on October 5, after a two-day ill- 
ness, Ethel Damms Marcell, wife of the Rev. 
Arthur G. Marcell, pastor of the Church of the 
Transfiguration, Philadelphia, Pa., was called to 
her eternal reward. 

Mrs. Marcell was born in Syracuse, N. Y., in 
1892 and was geequsted from Syracuse Univer- 
sity in 1913. She was organist at First English 
Lutheran Church, her parish church, for fifteen 
years. She was married at First Church, Octo- 
ber 18, 1922. She is survived by her husband 
and her parents. 

As a gifted and talented young woman she 
filled many places in the church and made in- 
valuable contributions to the life and work of 
the parishes in which she served as a pastor’s 
wife. At Transfiguration Church she had charge 
of the directing of the choir for fourteen years. 
Her workmanship in ecclesiastical art and em- 
broidery is among the finest to be found any- 
where. consecrated, devoted and_ faithful 
follower of her Saviour, her deep and abiding 
love of the church, her active interest in the 
Kingdom of God, all in her kind and unassum- 
ing manner made her beloved by all who knew 
her. The Church of the Transfiguration keenly 
feels this great loss but resigns itself to God 
and His grace praying for that sustaining com- 
fort and strength for its pastor and people. 

Her earthly remains were laid to rest in 
Woodlawn emetery, Syracuse, N. Y., after 
burial services were recited in Philadelphia at 
Transfiguration Church and at St. John’s 
Church, Syracuse, N. Y. And so we pray, ‘‘May 
light perpetual shine upon her, and may her 
soul through the mercy of God rest in peace.” 

Tue CuurcH CoUNCIL, 
Tue CHURCH OF THE TRANSFIGURATION 
Edward Sutcliffe, Sec. 


‘RGEISSLERINC. 


450 SIXTH AVE.NEAR 10 ® ST. NEW YORK 


Church Furnishing 


MARBLE: BRASS : SILVER 
FABRICS + WINDOWS 


MIAMI, FLORIDA 


HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
S. W. Cor. Eighth Ave. at Second Street 
REV. PAUL G. McCULLOUGH, Pastor 
Sunday School: 9.45 A. M. 
Divine Worship: 11.00 A.M. and 7.30 P.M. 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Sixth & Market Sts., Wilmington, N. C. 


Welcomes Tourists 


Service Men’s Center for Lutherans 
at Camp Davis 
SERVICES 11:00 A. M. and 8:00 P. M. 


WALTER B. FREED, Pastor 


MARION 
COLLEGE 


A LUTHERAN 
COLLEGE FOR 
YOUNG WOMEN 


Accredited Junior 
College and last two 
years of High School 
in famous “blue 
grass’ region of Vir- 
ginia. Liberal Arts, 
Pre - library. Pre- 

iam nursing, Pre - jour- 
nalism, Pre-Social work, Education, Business 
Education, Home Economics, Music, Speech. 
Happy home and social life in atmosphere 
of Southern culture. 68th year. Rates $475.00 
to $520.00. Catalogue and view book.—H. J. 
Rhyne, Pres., Box K, Marion, Va. 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers—Communion Linens 
Embroideries — Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 
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COX SONS & VINING, INC. 


131, EAST 23rp STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


MARRIED 


Kaspereit-Bakken. Evangeline May Bakken, 
daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. E. M. Bakken, 
Minot, N. D., and the Rev. Arthur Erich Kas- 
pereit were united in holy wedlock in the 
Lutheran Church of Calhan, Colo., Sunday, 
November 30. The officiating pastors were the 
Rev. E. M. Bakken, and the Rev. William C. 
Conradi of Pueblo, Colo. 

The bride received certificates in piano teach- 
ing from the Art Publication Society of St. 
Louis, Mo. She has taken college work at the 
Minot State Teachers’ College, and also exten- 
sion work at Midland College, Fremont, Nebr. 
She has also taken a Christian Training Course 
at the Deaconess Training School, Chicago, IIL, 
and at the Deaconess Training School at Brush, 
Colorado. 

The groom is pastor of the Lutheran Church 
at Calhan, Colo., in which the ceremony took 
place. He received his secular education in 
Germany, but pursued his theological studies 
at the Lutheran Seminary in Waterloo, Ontario, 
graduating in 1936. 


SYNODS 


The Synod of South Carolina will meet in its 
117th annual session January 27-29, 1942, in St. 
Paul’s Church, Columbia, S. » H. A. Me- 
Cullough, D.D., and the Rev. Edgar D. Ziegler 
pastors. Opening session, 11.00 A. M. 

Karl W. Kinard, Sec. 


The 113th annual convention of the Lutheran 
Synod of Virginia will convene at Roanoke, 
Va., in St. Mark’s Church, J. L. Sieber, D.D., 
pastor, February 3, 1942, at 7.00 P. M. 

Hugh J. Rhyne, Sec. 
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THE BUARU UF PUBLICATION 


LUUhS FURWARD 


IN 194e 


AND ANNOUNCES 
THE PUBLICATIUN 
UF 


“CALLING -ALL CHRISTIANS —A Series of Lenten Sermons — By Well Known 


Pastors 
“WERE YOU FJHERE —tLenten Meditations — By Paul Z. Strodach 
*“JHEY CALLED HIM FATHER Life of Father Heyer —By E. Theodore Bachmann 


“ON WINGS OF HEALING — A Book for the Sick and Shut-in— Compiled by John 
W. Doberstein 


“JHE DIARY OF HENRY MELCHIOR MUHLENBERG —\(Vol.|)—Edited 


by a committee selected by the Ministerium of Penna. 


“WHAT ABOUT PREACHING — The Kessler Lectures on Preaching at Wittenberg 
College 


“JHE PASTOR'S DOORKNOB — By Dr. L. M. Zimmermann 
* HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN JHOUGHT —By Dr. J. L. Neve 
“JHE PASTOR AS A PERSONAL COUNSELOR —By Carl J. Schindler 
* KINGDOM PATHFINDERS — By Dr. George Drach | 
and other titles in preparation 


* Date of publication and approximate price supplied on request. 
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